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TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Saline, Michigan  

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP September 27, 2026 

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests sign one of the 

guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get Acquainted” card 

located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate.  

 

THANK OFFERING:   Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and 

thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the 

world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 

ministry. 

 

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down 

the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for 

assistance. 

 

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS – We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our 

worship service.  Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 

of God belongs to such as these.”  We know that having little children in church can be a challenge, 

but DO NOT WORRY about it.  Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes and 

are just happy you brought your children with you.  For your convenience, we have reserved the 

back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide more flexibility for 

your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A closed-circuit TV system 

allows families to continue participating in the service while downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags 

and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during 

the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE SERVICE – SETTING ONE - WITHOUT HOLY COMMUNION      CW, page 154 

 
 

Preservice:  Handbell Choir    “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
               Arr. Linda R. Lamb 

902 Spread Abroad, O Mighty Word CW 902 

 

 

 
 
5 Spread abroad! Ripe fields of grain 

all throughout the world remain, 
but the reapers still are few; 
great the work they have to do. 

 
6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

rouse to action heart and mind; 
let the gath’ring nations all 
see your light and heed your call. 

Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmeier, 1774–1841, abr.; tr. composite 
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, Basel, 1745, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 

Please stand if you are able 

 

 

 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

Confession 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 

 

 

 



 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
 Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, for 
without your help we are unable to please you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Please be seated 

 
 

First Reading Ezekiel 18:1–4,25–32 

  1The word of the LORD came to me: 
  2What do you mean, you who keep repeating this proverb concerning the soil of Israel, 
“Fathers eat sour grapes, and their sons' teeth are set on edge”? 3As surely as I live, declares the 
LORD God, you will never again use this proverb in Israel. 4Indeed, all souls are mine. The soul 
of the father is mine just like the soul of the son. The soul who sins is the one who will die. 
  25But you say, “The Lord's way is not fair.” Listen now, house of Israel. Is it my way that is 
not fair? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 26If a righteous man turns away from his 
righteousness and practices unrighteousness, he will die because of it. Because of the 
unrighteousness that he has practiced, he will die. 
  27But if a wicked man turns from his wickedness that he has done and practices justice and 
righteousness, he will preserve his life. 28Because he has seen and turned away from all the 
rebellious acts that he had committed, he will surely live, and he will not die. 29But the house 
of Israel says, “The Lord's way is not fair.” Is it really my ways that are not fair, O house of 
Israel? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 
  30Therefore, I will judge each one of you according to his ways, O house of Israel, declares 
the LORD God. Repent and turn away from all your rebellious acts, so that you will not set out 
a stumbling block that makes you guilty. 31Throw off from yourselves all your rebellious actions 
by which you have rebelled, and obtain a new heart and a new spirit for yourselves. Why 
should you die, O house of Israel? 32For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies, 
declares the LORD God. So repent and live! 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

CHOIR              “Go Out and Tell” 
 

Hear the good news. I am the key. The deaf will hear, and the blind will see.  
Jesus said, “Come, and follow me.” The deaf do hear, and the blind do see. 

Hear the good news. I am the key. The lame will walk, and the demons flee.  
Jesus said, “Come, and walk with me.” The lame do walk, and the demons flee. 
Go out and tell what you see and hear. When you believe, you need not fear.  
Go out and tell what you see and hear. When you believe, you need not fear. 

Hallelujah! Go and tell the world!  
Hear the good news. I am the key.  

The dead will rise, and the sick be free. 
Jesus said, “Come and be with me.” The dead are raised, and the sick are free.  
Go out and tell what you see and hear. When you believe, you need not fear.  
Go out and tell what you see and hear. When you believe, you need not fear.  

Go and tell the world! 

 

Second Reading Philippians 2:1–11 

  1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship 
with the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being united in spirit, and having one mind. 3Do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility consider one another better than yourselves. 
4Let each of you look carefully not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. 
  5Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 6Though he was by 
nature God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 7but he emptied 
himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human likeness, and his 
appearance was like that of any other man, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him 
the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

Please stand if you are able 



 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 51:17 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 21:23–32 

  23When Jesus went into the temple courts, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him while he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things?” 
and “Who gave you this authority?” 
  24Jesus answered them, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer it, I will tell you by 
what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, where was it from? From heaven or 
from men?” 
 They discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, 
‘Then why did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From men,’ we are afraid of the crowd, 
since they all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” 
 He said to them, “Then I will not tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go work 
today in my vineyard.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 
30He came to the second and said the same thing. The second son answered, ‘I will go, sir,’ but 
he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
 They said to him, “The first.” 
 Jesus said to them, “Amen I tell you: The tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness, but you did 



 

not believe him. However, the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him. Even when you 
saw this, you did not change your mind and believe him. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
 

Please be seated 
 

547 At the Name of Jesus CW 547 

 

 

 

 
 



 

5 In your hearts enthrone him; 
    there let him subdue 
all that is not holy, 
    all that is not true. 
Crown him as your captain 
    in temptation’s hour; 
let his will enfold you 
    in its light and pow’r. 

 
6 Christians, this Lord Jesus 

    shall return again 
in his Father’s glory, 
    with his angel train; 
for all wreaths of empire 
    meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him 
    King of glory now. 

Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817–1877, abr., alt. 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

SERMON Matthew 9:35-38   

  35Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness. 
  36When he saw the crowds, he was moved with compassion for them, because they were 
troubled and downcast, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38Therefore pray that the Lord of the harvest will 
send out workers into his harvest.” 
  
 

Harvesting the Harvest 
1.Compassion 

2.Prayer 
3.Preaching 

 

 

Please stand, if you are able 



 

The Apostles’ Creed  
 

Sung to the tune of “Hymn to Joy” 
 

I believe in God the Father, Maker of the heav’n and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, our Savior, God’s own Son of human birth. 

Virgin-born, the Lord incarnate, Whom the Spirit did conceive; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate; He’s the God whom I believe! 

 

Crucified, was dead and buried; Down to hell in victory; 

From the dead he rose the third day; Up to heav’n triumphantly. 

There at God’s right hand he’s ruling, By his will the word is led. 

He will come to judge the nations, Both the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in God the Spirit, In his Church, his chosen band. 

They are joined in sweet communion, Holy in his sight they stand. 

I believe in sins forgiven; I believe I’ll rise again; 

I believe in life eternal.  Amen!  Amen!  Amen! 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated 



 

901 O Christians, Haste CW 901 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834–1923, abr., alt. 
Tune: Bruce R. Backer, b. 1929 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1993 Bruce R. Backer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703 

 



 

 

Please stand, if you are able 
 

 

Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated 
 



 

Please stand for the final verse of the closing hymn 

900 Lift High the Cross CW 900 

 

 

 

 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt. 
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703 
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