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TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Saline, Michigan 

 

 July 16 & 19, 2026 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our guests sign one of the 

guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get Acquainted” card 

located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate.  

  

THANK OFFERING:   Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and 

thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the 

world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 

 

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down the 

back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for 

assistance. 

 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION: 

In His Word, God makes it clear that the Lord’s Supper is to be shared by people of a 

common proclamation of faith (1 Corinthians 11:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17).  Without judging 

anyone’s hearts, we invite those who share in our confession by their membership in our 

congregation or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) and who are properly prepared (1 Corinthians 11;27-29) to receive 

the Sacrament. Page 156 in the front of Christian Worship provides a guide for preparation. 

Trinity Lutheran Church follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. 

We ask that only members of Trinity or one of our sister congregations partake of the 

sacrament.  

 Guests, we would love to have you join us in communion fellowship in the future, 

and for that to be possible, we ask that you meet the pastor so that we may speak with you 

on how that would be possible.  We thank you for respecting the way we celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper in our congregations. 

 

 

 

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 

 



 



 
Please stand if you are able 



INVOCATION 

 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what 

is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on 

me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage   

to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 



M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your 

tender care: 

 

 

 

 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
 
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of your 
final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with you in perfect 
joy hereafter; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Please be seated 

 

 

 

The Word 
 
 

First Reading Isaiah 44:6–11 

6This is what the LORD, the King of Israel, 
Israel's Redeemer, the LORD of Armies, says. 
 I am the first, and I am the last. 
 Except for me there is no god. 
  7For who is like me? Let him declare it. 
 Let him recite in order for me the things that took place 
 since the time I established an ancient people. 
 Or let them declare what is yet to come, 
 and what is going to take place. 

  8Do not tremble, and do not be frightened. 
 Did I not announce this to you, 
 and declare it already long ago? 
 You are my witnesses. 
 Is there any god except me? 
 There is no other Rock. I am not aware of any other. 
  9All those who form an idol are good for nothing. 
 All the things which delight them provide no benefit. 
 As for their witnesses—they do not see. 
 They know nothing, so they will be ashamed. 



  10Who is this who forms a god or casts a metal image that can provide no profit? 11Look at 
him! All his associates will be ashamed. The craftsmen are merely men. Let them all gather 
themselves and take a stand. They will be terrified and ashamed together. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Second Reading Romans 1:18–25 

  18Indeed, God's wrath is being revealed from heaven against all the ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of people who try to suppress the truth by unrighteousness. 19This happens 
because what can be known about God is evident among them, because God made it evident 
among them. 20In fact, his invisible characteristics—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen since the creation of the world, because they are understood from the things 
he made. As a result, people are without excuse, 21because, even though they knew God, they 
did not honor him or give him thanks as God. Instead, their thinking became nonsense, and 
their senseless heart was darkened. 
  22Although they claim to be wise, they have become fools 23and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human, or like birds, four-footed animals, 
and crawling things. 24So, as they followed the sinful desires of their hearts, God handed them 
over to the impurity of degrading their own bodies among themselves. 25Such people have 
traded the truth about God for the lie, worshipping and serving the creation rather than the 
Creator, who is worthy of praise forever. Amen. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand if you are able 



VERSE OF THE DAY Romans 11:33 

Alleluia. Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! Alleluia. 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 13:24–30,36–43 

  24He presented another parable to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. 25But while people were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat and went away. 26When the plants sprouted and produced heads of grain, 
the weeds also appeared. 27The servants of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not 
sow good seed in your field? Where did the weeds come from?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy 
did this.’ The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather up the weeds?’ 29‘No,’ he 
answered, ‘because when you gather up the weeds, you might pull up the wheat along with 
them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, 
“First, gather up the weeds, bind them in bundles, and burn them. Then, gather the wheat into 
my barn.”’” 
  36Then Jesus sent the people away and went into the house. His disciples came to him and 
said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
  37He answered them, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the 
world. The good seeds are the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the Evil One. 
39The enemy who sowed them is the Devil. The harvest is the end of the world. The reapers are 
angels. 40Therefore, just as the weeds are gathered up and burned with fire, so it will be at the 



end of the world. 41The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will pull out of his 
kingdom everything that causes sin and those who continue to break the law. 42The angels will 
throw them into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then 
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears to hear, 
let him hear. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
Please be seated 
 

491 Come, You Thankful People, Come CW 491 

 

 

 

 



Text: Henry Alford, 1810–1871, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

SERMON      Romans 8:18-25 

  18For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19In fact, creation is waiting with eager longing for the 
sons of God to be revealed. 20For creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but by 
the will of the one who subjected it, in the hope 21that even creation itself will be set free from 
slavery to corruption, in order to share in the glorious freedom of the children of God. 
  22For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth pains right up to the present time. 
23And not only creation, but also we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we eagerly await our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24Indeed, it 
was for this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for 
what he already sees? 25But if we hope for something we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with 
patient endurance. 
  
                                                                           

“A Word for Discouraged Christians” 
 

 
 
 
Please stand if you are able 

 

 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly human.  For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come. Amen 

 
 
Please be seated as we prepare the altar for Holy Communion 
 
 
 
 
Please stand if you are able 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

          thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. 

We ask that only members of Trinity or one of our sister congregations partake of the 

sacrament.  

 Guests, we would love to have you join us in communion fellowship in the future, 

and for that to be possible, we ask that you meet the pastor so that we may speak with you 

on how that would be possible.  We thank you for respecting the way we celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper in our congregations. 



M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing. By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he empowered his Church to be 

witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth. Now have come the salvation and the power and 

the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to 

the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.  

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this 

is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

 

 



O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be seated 



641 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide CW 641 

 

 

 
 
5 O keep us in your Word, we pray; 

the guile and rage of Satan stay. 
Oh, may your mercy never cease; 
give concord, patience, courage, peace. 

 
6 A trusty weapon is your Word, 

the Church’s armor, shield, and sword. 
O let us in its pow’r confide 
that we may seek no other guide. 

 
7 O grant that in your holy Word 

we here may live and die, dear Lord; 
and when our journey’s ending here, 
receive us into glory there. 

Text: tr. composite; (st. 1): Philipp Melanchthon, 1497–1560; (st. 1): German version, Geistliche Psalmen, Nuremberg, 1611; (sts. 2–7): Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532–1592, 
abr. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder D. Martini Lutheri, Leipzig, 1589 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 



614 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise CW 614 

 

 

 

 
Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908, abr., alt. 
Tune: Welsh, Caniadau y Cyssegr, Denbigh, 1839 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 



873 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray CW 873 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann B. Freystein, 1671–1718, abr.; (sts. 1, 3–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-book, 1907, alt. 
Tune: Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, Dresden, 1694; adapt. William H. Monk, 1823–1889 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand if you are able 



 

 

 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming 

again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness 

may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BENEDICTION 

 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 
 
Please be seated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



612 How Great Thou Art CW 612 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Text: Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 
Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust . US print rights admin. Hope Publishing Co. All other rights admin. Capitol CMG Publishing. . Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 727703 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Officiant ............................................................................................................................................Pastor Ralph Stuebs 

Organist ...................................................................................................................................... Marcia Marion Ackling 

Instrumentalist ........................................................................................................................................ Malory Marion 

Deacons (Thursday) ................................................................................................ Dave Frey and Gary Knowlton  

Ushers (Thursday) ........................................................................................................... Al Whitley and Tim Phelps 

Deacons (Sunday) ................................................................................................................ Jim Tice Jeff Neuburger  

Ushers (Sunday) .......................................................................................... Brad Brown and Robert Niethammer  

Altar Guild ....................................................................................................... Donna Jedele and Diane Stevenson 

Videographer .............................................................................................................................................. Cindy Dresch 
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Words and Music: All rights reserved.  Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE 
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