
 

 

 

 

 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 



 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Saline, Michigan  

July 9 & 12, 2026 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests with us today 

sign one of the guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get 

Acquainted” card located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate.  

 

THANK OFFERING:   Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and 

thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the 

world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 

ministry. 

 

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down 

the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for 

assistance. 

 

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS – We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our 

worship service.  Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 

of God belongs to such as these.”  We know that having little children in church can be a challenge, 

but DO NOT WORRY about it.  Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes and 

are just happy you brought your children with you.  For your convenience, we have reserved the 

back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide more flexibility for 

your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A closed-circuit TV system 

allows families to continue participating in the service while downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags 

and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during 

the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  

698 Seek Where You May to Find a Way CW 698 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635, abr.; tr. Arthur P. Voss, 1899–1955, alt. 
Tune: Johann Stobäus, 1580–1646 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703 
Tune: Public domain 

 



 

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE 

 

 

INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt.  

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant 
that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 



 

First Reading Isaiah 55:6–11 

6Seek the LORD while he may be found! 
Call on him while he is near! 
7Let the wicked man abandon his way. 
Let an evil man abandon his thoughts. 
Let him turn to the LORD, 
and he will show him mercy. 
Let him turn to our God, 
because he will abundantly pardon. 

8Certainly my plans are not your plans, 
and your ways are not my ways, declares the LORD. 
9Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so my ways are higher than your ways, 
and my plans are higher than your plans. 

10Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky 
and do not return there 
unless they first water the earth, make it give birth, and cause it to sprout, 
so that it gives seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11in the same way my word that goes out from my mouth 
 will not return to me empty. 
Rather, it will accomplish whatever I please, 
and it will succeed in the purpose for which I sent it. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

65B Every Heart Its Tribute Pays Psalm 65B 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith 
Tune: George J. Elvey 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 



 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3:5–11 

  5What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? They are ministers through whom you believed, 
and each served as the Lord gave him his role. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God was 
causing the growth. 7So then, neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 
but it is God who causes the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters are united, 
and each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9For God is the one whom we 
serve as coworkers, and you are God's field, God's building. 
  10In keeping with the grace of God given to me, as a wise master builder, I laid a foundation, 
and someone else is building on it. But let each person be careful how he builds on it. 11In fact, 
no one can lay any other foundation than the one that has been laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE 

 

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 55:11 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703 

 
 



 

Gospel Matthew 13:1–9,18–23 

  1That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. 2A large crowd gathered 
around him. So he stepped into a boat and sat down, while all the people stood on the shore. 
3He told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen, a sower went out to sow. 4As he sowed, 
some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground, 
where it did not have much soil. Immediately the seed sprang up, because the soil was not 
deep. 6But when the sun rose, the seed was scorched. Because it had no root, it withered away. 
7Other seed fell among thorns. The thorns grew up and choked it. 8But some seed fell on good 
ground and produced grain: some one hundred times, some sixty, and some thirty times more 
than was sown. 9Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
  18“So listen carefully to the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the Evil One comes and snatches away what has been 
sown in his heart. This is the seed that was sown along the path. 20The seed that was sown on 
rocky ground is the person who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he is 
not deeply rooted and does not endure. When trouble or persecution comes because of the 
word, he immediately falls away. 22The seed that was sown among the thorns is the one who 
hears the word, but the worry of this world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, 
and it produces no fruit. 23But the seed that was sown on the good ground is the one who 
continues to hear and understand the word. Indeed he continues to produce fruit: some a 
hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times more than was sown.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED 



 

644 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast CW 644 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, abr., alt. 
Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, Edinburgh, 1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

SERMON      Romans 7:15-25a 

 15For I do not understand what I am doing, because I do not keep doing what I want. 
Instead, I do what I hate. 16And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 
17But now it is no longer I who am doing it, but it is sin living in me. 18Indeed, I know that good 
does not live in me, that is, in my sinful flesh. The desire to do good is present with me, but I 
am not able to carry it out. 19So I fail to do the good I want to do. Instead, the evil I do not 
want to do, that is what I keep doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I 
who am doing it, but it is sin living in me. 
  21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is present with me. 22I certainly 
delight in God's law according to my inner self, 23but I see a different law at work in my 
members, waging war against the law of my mind and taking me captive to the law of sin, 
which is present in my members. 24What a miserable wretch I am! Who will rescue me from 
this body of death? 25I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 
                                   

“Sin—The Persistent Squatter” 
 

 

 

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE 

 



 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 PLEASE BE SEATED 



 

896 Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give CW 896 

 

 

 

 
Text: W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt. 
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–1876 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE 



 

CLOSING PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 

faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

BENEDICTION 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with              

gladness. 

  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 



 

932 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing CW 932 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916–1997, alt. 
Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications, a division of GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Officiant ....................................................................................................................... Pastor Ralph Stuebs 

Organist .................................................................................................................................... Sarah Hanke 

Deacons (Thursday) ................................................................................ Dave Frey and Gary Knowlton  

Ushers (Thursday) ......................................................................................... Al Whitley and Tim Phelps 

Deacons (Sunday) ........................................................................................ Jim Tice and Jeff Neuburger  

Ushers (Sunday) ........................................................................... Brad Brown and Robert Niethammer  

Altar Guild ........................................................................................ Donna Jedele and Diane Stevenson 

Videographer ....................................................................................................................... Jeff Neuburger 
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