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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER



TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Saline, Michigan

APRIL 12, 2026
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests with us today
sign one of the guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get
Acquainted” card located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate.

THANK OFFERING: Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and
thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the
world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our
ministry.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down
the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for
assistance.

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS — We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our
worship service. Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these.” We know that having little children in church can be a challenge,
but DO NOT WORRY about it. Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes and
are just happy you brought your children with you. For your convenience, we have reserved the
back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide more flexibility for
your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A closed-circuit TV system
allows families to continue participating in the service while downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags
and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during
the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
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ris - en, a - ris - en;but now has Christ a - ris - en!

Text: George R. Woodward, 1848-1934
Tune: Davids Psalmen, Amsterdam, 1684
Text and tune: Public domain

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE



INVOCATION
The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Bless - ed are they who take ref - uge in him.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace.
Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance
of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED



First Reading Acts 2:14d,22-32

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to
them:

22“Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus the Nazarene was a man recommended to you by
God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you
yourselves know. 3This man, who was handed over by God's set plan and foreknowledge, you
killed by having lawless men nail him to a cross. 24He is the one God raised up by freeing him
from the agony of death, because death was not able to hold him in its grip.

»5“Indeed, David says concerning him:

I saw the Lord always before me.

Because he is at my right hand,

[ will not be shaken.

*Therefore my heart was glad,

and my tongue rejoiced.

My flesh also will rest in hope,

*’because you will not abandon my life to the grave,
nor will you let your Holy One see decay.

8You have made known to me the paths of life.
You will fill me with joy in your presence.

29“Gentlemen, brothers, I can speak confidently to you about the patriarch David, that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 3°Since he was a prophet and
knew that God had sworn to him with an oath that he would seat one of his descendants on
his throne, 3he saw what was coming and spoke about the resurrection of Christ, saying that
he was neither abandoned to the grave nor did his flesh see decay.

32“This Jesus is the one God has raised up. We are all witnesses of that.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Handbell Choir
“Let Joyful Alleluias Ring” arr. by Michael Ryan



Second Reading 1Peter 1:3-9

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he gave us a
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4into an
inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 5Through faith
you are being protected by God's power for the salvation that is ready to be revealed at the end
of time.

%Because of this you rejoice very much, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you
have been grieved by various kinds of trials 7so that the proven character of your faith—which
is more valuable than gold, which passes away even though it is tested by fire—may be found
to result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not see him now, yet by
believing in him, you are filled with a joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, °because
you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

VERSE OF THE DAY John 20:29

Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.
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Gospel John 20:19-31

90n the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked
doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them,
“Peace be with you!” 2°After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

HJesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also
sending you.” 22After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
Whenever you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive them,
they are not forgiven.”

24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the
mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

26After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. ?’Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it into
my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.”

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”

29Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.”

3°Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not
written in this book. 3'But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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5  When Thomas afterwards had heard
that Jesus had fulfilled his word,
he doubted that it was the Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6  “Thomas, behold my side,” said he,
“my hands, my feet, my body see;
and doubt not, but believe in me.”

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

7  No longer Thomas then denied;
he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God,” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

8  Blesséd are they that have not seen
and yet whose faith has constant been;
in life eternal they shall reign.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



9  On this most holy day of days
to God your hearts and voices raise
in laud and jubilee and praise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494, abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615;
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON 1Peter 1:3-9

While There Is Life, There Is Hope

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED
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Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, abr.; tr. John Kelly, 1833-1890, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain



PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

CLOSING PRAYER

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICTION

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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reign  with him, for he lives: Christ is ris-en from the dead!

*Repeat: “And we are raised with him...”



Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2003 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

SERVING IN WORSHIP
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OFZANUESE ... s Sarah Hanke
Handbell Choir Director
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