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TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Saline, Michigan

March 1, 2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests sign one of the guestbooks
located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get Acquainted” card located in the hymnal
pew rack and place it in the collection plate.

THANK OFFERING: Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and thankfulness to the
Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the world. Visitors need not feel
obligated to participate in this offering .

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down the back stairs
of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for assistance.

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS — We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our worship
service. Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these.” We know that having little children in church can be a challenge, but DO NOT WORRY
about it. Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes and are just happy you brought your

children with you. For your convenience, we have reserved the back rows of seating for parents with small
children. These areas provide more flexibility for your family, as well as easy access to move downstairs if
necessary. A closed-circuit TV system allows families to continue participating in the service while
downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an
usher for one to use during the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards.

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION:

In His Word, God makes it clear that the Lord’s Supper is to be shared by people of a common
proclamation of faith (1 Corinthians 11:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Without judging anyone’s hearts, we invite
those who share in our confession by their membership in our congregation or another congregation of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) and who are
properly prepared (1 Corinthians 11;27-29) to receive the Sacrament. Page 156 in the front of Christian
Worship provides a guide for preparation.

Trinity Lutheran Church follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that
only members of Trinity or one of our sister congregations partake of the sacrament.

Guests, we would love to have you join us in communion fellowship in the future, and for that to
be possible, we ask that you meet the pastor so that we may speak with you on how that would be possible.
We thank you for respecting the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our congregations.

THE SERVICE — SETTING ONE - WITH HOLY COMMUNION CW, page 154
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955

Tune: Bruce W. Becker, b. 1952

Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Please stand if you are able

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart; Ihave not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of

all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer -

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both
outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil thoughts
that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated

First Reading Genesis 12:1-8

'Now the LORD said to Abram, “Get out of your country and away from your relatives and
from your father's house and go to the land that I will show you. 2I will make you a great
nation. I will bless you and make your name great. You will be a blessing. 3I will bless those
who bless you, and I will curse anyone who dishonors you. All of the families of the earth will
be blessed in you.”

4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him. Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he departed from Haran. 5Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his brother's son, and
all the possessions they had accumulated and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and
they set out to travel to the land of Canaan. Eventually they arrived in the land of Canaan.
6Abram passed through the land until he came to the Oak of Moreh at the place called
Shechem. The Canaanites were in the land at that time.

7The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” Abram
built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.

8He moved on from there to the hill country east of Bethel and pitched his tent there, with
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and proclaimed the
name of the LORD.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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I lift up my eyes to the / mountains—
where does my help / come from?
My help comes / from the Lord,
the maker of heav- / en and earth.
He will not let your / foot slip—
he who watches over you will not / slumber;
indeed, he who watches over / Israel
will neither slum- / ber nor sleep. Refrain

The Lord watches / over you—
the Lord is your shade at / your right hand;
the sun will not harm / you by day,
nor the / moon by night.
The Lord will keep you / from all harm—
he will watch o- / ver your life;
the Lord will watch over your coming and / going
both now and for- / evermore.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain



Tune: Jane Marshall

Tune: © 1986 Choristers Guild. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no.
727703

Second Reading Romans 4:1-5,13-17

'What then will we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered according to the flesh? If
indeed Abraham had been justified by works, he would have had a reason to boast—but not
before God. 3For what does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God and it was credited to him
as righteousness.”

4Now to a person who works, his pay is not counted as a gift but as something owed. 5But to
the person who does not work but believes in the God who justifies the ungodly, his faith is
credited to him as righteousness.

BIndeed, the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not given to Abraham or
his descendants through the law, but through the righteousness that is by faith. ¥To be sure, if
people are heirs by the law, faith is empty and the promise is nullified. '5For law brings wrath.
(Where there is no law, there is no transgression.) ‘°For this reason, the promise is by faith, so
that it may be according to grace and may be guaranteed to all of Abraham's descendants—not
only to the one who is a descendant by law, but also to the one who has the faith of Abraham.
He is the father of us all. 7As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”

In the presence of God, Abraham believed him who makes the dead alive and calls non-
existing things so that they exist.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand if you are able

Gospel Acclamation John 3:16
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Glo - ry, praise, and hon - or toyou, Lord Je - sus  Christ.
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that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have e - ter - nal life.
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Please be seated
Gospel John 3:1-17

"There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling
council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
who has come from God, for no one can do these miraculous signs you are doing unless God is
with him.”

3Jesus replied, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born from above, he cannot see
the kingdom of God.”

4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is 0ld? He cannot enter a second
time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?”

5Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless someone is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God! ®*Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh. Whatever is born
of the Spirit is spirit. 7’Do not be surprised when I tell you that you must be born from above.
8The wind blows where it pleases. You hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes
from or where it is going. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9“How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus.

1°“You are the teacher of Israel,” Jesus answered, “and you do not know these things?
"Amen, Amen, I tell you: We speak what we know, and we testify about what we have seen.
But you people do not accept our testimony. 2If I have told you earthly things and you do not
believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 3No one has ascended into heaven,
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven.

4“Tust as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
1550 that everyone who believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

1%“For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 7For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.



The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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him  be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
him a - lone are built on this chief cor - ner-stone.
Word de - clares that we in Christ are heav-en’s heirs.

Je - sus’ blood; bap - tized, you are a child of God.

5  Ifyou are sick, if death is near,
this truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death;
this is the anchor of my faith!

6  Glory to God the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blesséd Trinity,
be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens- Opffer, Stettin, c. 1778; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
Text and tune: Public domain



SERMON Romans 4:1-5,13-17

“Tracing the Family Tree of God’s Grace”

Please stand if you are able

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated as we prepare the altar for Holy Communion

Please stand if you are able

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



Preface CW 165

The Lord be with you.
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We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift
of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame
us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from
eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together
to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our
faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor
you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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Please be seated



648 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here CW 648
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Tune: Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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N # ,
A — —J — .
| |
DA » * —_—
1 God loves me dear - ly, grants me sal -
2 1 was in slav - 1y, sin, death, and
3 He sent forth Je - sus, my dear Re -
4 Je - sus, my Sav - ior, him - self did
5 Now I will praise you, 0 Love e -
N # [F—
o —H o - i x v il - t
= e — -
o o o
va - tion, God loves me dear - ly, loves e - ven me.
dark - ness; God’s love was work - ing to make me free.
deem - er, he sent forth Je - sus and set me free.
of - fer; Je - sus, my Sav - ior, paid all I owed.
ter - nal; now I will praise you all my life long.
A u Refrain —
" A TV — I 7 | | \
(o e — o o o e
D))
There - fore I'n say a - gain: God loves me
N # ‘ S
@” *"E“ ] ! i — I . v ' .% f
| | | & |
QJ & & [ J P P [
dear - ly, God loves me dear - ly, loves e - ven me.

Text: August Rische, 1819-1906; tr. composite
Tune: German
Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand if you are able



Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Please be seated
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,

2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint-ing heart;
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread and griefs a-round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran-sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - jor di - vine. Now hear me while [ pray; take all my
my zeal in - spire! As thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide. Bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o'er me roll, blest Sav - ior, then, in love, fear and dis-
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guilt a-way; O let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; O bear me safe a-bove, a ran-somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Text and tune: Public domain
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