
 

 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 

CHRISTMAS 
 



 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Saline, Michigan  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP December 28, 2025 

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests sign one of the 

guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get Acquainted” card 

located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate.  

 

THANK OFFERING:   Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and 

thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the 

world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 

ministry. 

 

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down 

the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for 

assistance. 

 

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS – We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our 

worship service.  Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 

of God belongs to such as these.”  We know that having little children in church can be a challenge, 

but DO NOT WORRY about it.  Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes and 

are just happy you brought your children with you.  For your convenience, we have reserved the 

back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide more flexibility for 

your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A closed-circuit TV system 

allows families to continue participating in the service while downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags 

and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during 

the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome to our Favorite Hymns Service! 
 

Over the past few weeks, members have had a chance to submit their favorite hymns. Over 

several sections of today’s worship, we will be using some of these hymns to be sung by the 

congregation. To make sure we sing as many as possible, we normally will sing the first stanza of 

the hymns selected, unless otherwise stated. Thank you to all those who provided their input!  

We hope at least one of yours favorite hymns will be sung today. 

 

Ringing of the Church Bells 

 

Words of Welcome   

 

  Favorite Hymn Selections Please use the blue Christian Worship hymnals 

 

Please stand, if you are able 

 

Invocation 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be  

with you. 

And also with you.  

 

Confession of Sins 

 

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in 

my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For  

this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and  

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning  

sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen. 

 



 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth your praise not by speaking 

but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with your will that our lives may bear 

witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated 

 

  Favorite Hymn Selections Please use the blue Christian Worship hymnals 

 

First Reading Isaiah 63:7–9 

7I will tell about the LORD's mercies, 

about the praises of the LORD, 

about all that the LORD has done for us, 

about his great goodness to the house of Israel, 

which he performed for them according to his abundant compassion, 

and according to his great mercy. 
8He said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely,” 

so he became their Savior. 
9In all their anguish he felt anguish, 

and the Angel of his Presence saved them. 

In his love and in his pity he himself redeemed them, 

and he took them up and carried them all the days of old. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Second Reading Galatians 4:4–7 

 4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that he 
would be born under the law, 5in order to redeem those under the law, so that we would be 
adopted as sons. 6And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts to 
shout, “Abba, Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son. And if you are a son, then you 
are also an heir of God through Christ. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand, if you are able 

Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 

  13After the Wise Men were gone, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to Joseph in a 
dream. He said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt. Stay there until I tell 
you, because Herod will search for the child in order to kill him.” 
  14Joseph got up, took the child and his mother during the night, and left for Egypt. 15He 
stayed there until the death of Herod. This happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
  16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Wise Men, he was furious. He 
issued orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding countryside, from 
two years old and under. This was in keeping with the exact time he had learned from the 
Wise Men. 17Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: 

18A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, and she refused to be comforted, 
because they are no more. 

  19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. 
The angel said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were trying to kill the child are dead.” 
  21Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he 
heard that Archelaus, Herod's son, had succeeded his father as ruler in Judea, he was afraid to 
go there. Since he had been warned in a dream, he went to the region of Galilee. 23When he 
arrived there, he settled in a city called Nazareth. So what was spoken through the prophets 
was fulfilled: “He will be called a Nazarene.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 



 

Please be seated 

 

DEVOTION 
 

 

  Favorite Hymn Selections Please use the blue Christian Worship hymnals 

 

 

Please stand, if you are able 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Prayer of the Church 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on  

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we  

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

The Blessing 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

 

Please be seated 

 

 

  Favorite Hymn Selections Please use the blue Christian Worship hymnals 

 

Serving in Worship 

Officiant .................................................................................................................... Pastor Mark Porinsky 

Organist ................................................................................................................. Marcia Marion Ackling 

Deacons ...............................................................................................  Duane Mason and Jeff Neuburger 

Ushers ...................................................................................................... Henry Schneider and Ron Zahn 

Altar Guild .................................................................................... Sharon Boswell and Judy Lindemann 

Videographer ....................................................................................................................... Jeff Neuburger  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


