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TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Saline, Michigan

October 12, 2025
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests with us today
sign one of the guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get
Acquainted” card located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate.

THANK OFFERING: Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and
thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the
world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our
ministry.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down
the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for
assistance.

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS — We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our
worship service. Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these.” We know that having little children in church can be a challenge,
but DO NOT WORRY about it. Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes and
are just happy you brought your children with you. For your convenience, we have reserved the
back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide more flexibility for
your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A closed-circuit TV system
allows families to continue participating in the service while downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags
and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during
the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards.



Year C (2025) — Season after Pentecost (Series 2)

CAUSE / EFFECT

SERIES EXPLANATION

“Every why hath a wherefore.” That was Shakespeare's poetic way of saying that very little happens by
chance. Generally there is an agent behind an action. There is cause and effect. And to navigate life well,
it is vital we understand both. If you want to effect a healthy heart, you need to know the causes of
heart disease. Before a major purchase causes you to go into debt, you need to think about the effect it
will have on your budget. If you want the peace of being close to God, you need to know what causes
that effect. Again, to navigate life well, it is vital we understand cause and effect.

We are nearing the end of the Church Year. This past year, we have reviewed Jesus’ life and teaching.
The Scripture readings in these final weeks recall some of the major themes that are woven throughout
the Church Year. In this final series we will be looking at those themes with the understanding that
“every why hath a wherefore.” We conclude the year by talking about cause and effect in God's
kingdom.

Our worship follows this pattern.

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost Generosity / Gratitude
Mineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Promises / Prayer
Festival of The Reformation Truth / Freedom

All Saints’ Day Sainthood / Staming
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost Grace / loy
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost Judgment / Peace

Last Sunday in the Church Year Scripture / Anticipation



SERVICE OF THE WORD

920 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
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Text: Latin, c. 8th cent., abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, abr., alt.
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659-1695, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE



INVOCATION
The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Bless - ed are they who take ref - uge in him.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may be cleansed
from all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED



First Reading Genesis 3:8-15

8They heard the voice of the LORD God, who was walking around in the garden during the
cooler part of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD
God among the trees of the garden.

9The LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”

“The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and [ was afraid, because I was naked, so I
hid myself.”

God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I
commanded you not to eat?”

2The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, and I
ate it.”

BThe LORD God said to the woman, “What have you done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

4The LORD God said to the serpent:

Because you have done this,

you are cursed more than all the livestock,

and more than every wild animal.

You shall crawl on your belly,

and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.

5] will put hostility between you and the woman,
and between your seed and her seed.

He will crush your head,

and you will crush his heel.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”’

My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare to make no other claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
(Refrain) On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand,
all other ground is sinking sand.



Second Reading

When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev'ry high and stormy gale
my anchor holds within the veil. (Refrain)

His oath, his covenant and blood
support me in the raging flood;
when ev'ry earthly prop gives way,
he then is all my hope and stay. (Refrain)

When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may I then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
faultless to stand before his throne. (Refrain)

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Text: Public domain

Romans 5:6-11

SFor at the appointed time, while we were still helpless, Christ died for the ungodly. It is
rare indeed that someone will die for a righteous person. Perhaps someone might actually go
so far as to die for a person who has been good to him. #But God shows his own love for us in
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

9Therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, it is even more certain that we
will be saved from God's wrath through him. '°For if, while we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, it is even more certain that, since we have been
reconciled, we will be saved by his life. "And not only is this so, but we also go on rejoicing
confidently in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received this

reconciliation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE



VERSE OF THE DAY Psalm 105:1

Alleluia. Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he
has done. Alleluia.
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Gospel John 1:9-14

9The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world. ®He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not recognize him. "He came to what
was his own, yet his own people did not accept him. 2But to all who did receive him, to those
who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. 3They were born, not of
blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband's will, but born of God.

4The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the glory he has as
the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

PLEASE BE SEATED



820 O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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you are God, to
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
soon bears us all away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, abr., alt.

Tune: William Croft, 1678-1727
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

“Enemies Reconciled”

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE
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Romans 5:6-11



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED



675 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
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Mighty Victim from the sky,

hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie.

You have conquered in the fight,

you have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

Now no more can death appall,

now no more the grave enthrall;

you have opened paradise,

and your saints in you shall rise.
Alleluia!



7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
newborn souls in you to be.
Alleluia!

8  Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days,
Three in One, your name we praise.

Alleluia!

Text: Latin, c. 4th-10th cent., alt. 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-1868, alt.
Tune: Kirchengeseng, Ivancice, 1566
Text and tune: Public domain

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

CLOSING PRAYER

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICTION

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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673 O Lord, We Praise You
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1944, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2-3): Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter, alt.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Tune: Public domain
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