FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER

PENTECOST



TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Saline, Michigan

September 14, 2025
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests with us today
sign one of the guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get
Acquainted” card located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate.

THANK OFFERING: Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and
thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the
world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our
ministry.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down
the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for
assistance.

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS — We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our
worship service. Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these.” We know that having little children in church can be a challenge,
but DO NOT WORRY about it. Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes and
are just happy you brought your children with you. For your convenience, we have reserved the
back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide more flexibility for
your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A closed-circuit TV system
allows families to continue participating in the service while downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags
and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during
the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards.



x;. Year C (2025) — Season after Pentecost (Series 2)

WOUNDS THAT HEAL

SERIES EXPLANATION

Mot all wounds are bad. A skilled surgeon takes a deadly sharp scalpel and cuts through flesh and
muscle. The result of that wound: not harm, but healing. In the same way, we often say that words cut
us to the heart. Words can wound. Sometimes, however, those painful words provide the very healing
we need.

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22).
lesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. So, with a sense of extreme urgency,
lesus shares truths we need to hear, even though it hurts to hear them. In this series, we might not like
everythingthat Jesus says. Yet, to ignore what lesus teachesis to court eternal death. Hard as it may be,
let us listen and take all that Jesus says to heart. For while Jesus speaks words that wound us, his intent
is to heal our very soul.

Our worship follows this pattern.

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost God's Word Divides

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost The Door Is Very Narrow

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost Those Who Exalt Themselves Will Be Humbled
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost Count the Cost

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost The Found are Left; the Lost are Found
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost No One Can Serve Two Masters

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost What Helps In Life Fails in Death

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost Increased Faith Increases Duty



SERVICE OF THE WORD
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out of ev-’ry na-tion has re-deemed us by his blood.”
songs of all the sin-less sweep a - cross the crys - tal sea.
hearts for - get his prom-ise: “I am with you ev - er- more”?
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, abr., alt.

Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867
Text and tune: Public domain

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE



INVOCATION
The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving
you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED



First Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20

15See now, today I have set before you life and prosperity, death and disaster. *°This is what I
am commanding you today: Love the LORD your God, walk in his ways, and keep his
commandments, his statutes, and his ordinances. Then you will live and increase in number,
and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are going to possess.

7But if your heart turns away, and you do not listen, and you are lured away, and you bow
down to other gods and serve them, ¥then I declare to you today that you will most certainly
perish. You will not live a long life on the land that you are about to enter and possess by
crossing over the Jordan.

9] call the heavens and the earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life
and death, blessing and curse. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live *°by
loving the LORD your God, by listening to his voice, and by clinging to him, because that
means life for you, and you will live a long life on your land that the LORD swore to give to
your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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pure  with - in, cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin.
judg - ment just, speech-less, in your mer - cy ftrust.
grace  be - stow, wash me  whit - er than the snow.
hide vyour face, blot them out in bound-less grace.

5  Gracious God, my heart renew, make my spirit right and true;
let me not abandoned be, let your Spirit dwell in me;
your salvation’s joy impart, steadfast make my willing heart.

6 Sinners then shall learn from me and to God restored shall be;
Savior, all my guilt remove, and my tongue shall sing your love;
touch my silent lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall praise accord.

7  No attempted sacrifice has acceptance in your eyes;
broken hearts are in your sight more than sacrificial rite;
contrite spirit, pleading cries, you, O God, will not despise.

8  Prosper Zion in your grace and her broken walls replace;
then our righteous sacrifice shall delight your holy eyes;
freewill off'rings, gladly made, on your altar shall be laid.

Text: Psalter, 1912, alt.
Tune: Richard Redhead
Text and tune: Public domain



Second Reading Philemon 1, 7-21

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon, our dear friend and coworker,

7For I have received great joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the
saints have been refreshed by you, brother.

8For that reason, even though I have plenty of boldness in Christ to order you to do what is
proper, ° am appealing to you instead, on the basis of love, just as I, Paul, am an old man and
now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. °l am appealing to you on behalf of my child Onesimus. I
became his father while I was in chains. *There was a time when he was useless to you, but
now he is useful both to you and to me. I have sent him (who is my very heart) back to you.
Welcome him. 3] wanted to keep him with me, so that he might serve me in your place while I
am in chains for the gospel. 4But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that
your kindness would not be the result of compulsion, but of willingness. >Perhaps this is why
he was separated from you for a while: so that you would have him back forever, *no longer as
a slave, but as more than a slave, as a dear brother. He certainly is dear to me, but he is even
more of a dear brother to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

7So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. ®*And if he
has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge it to me. °I, Paul, have written this
with my own hand: I will repay it—not to mention that you owe me your very self. >°Yes,
brother, I am asking for a favor from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. *Confident of
your obedience, [ write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

VERSE OF THE DAY Luke 15:10

Alleluia. There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.
Alleluia
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Gospel Luke 14:25-35

35Large crowds were traveling with Jesus. He turned and said to them, **“If anyone comes to
me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes,
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 2?Whoever does not carry his own cross and follow
me cannot be my disciple. 2*For which of you, if he wants to build a tower, does not first sit
down and count the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 2°Otherwise, when he has laid
a foundation and is not able to finish, everyone who sees it will begin to ridicule him, 3°saying,
‘This fellow began to build, but was not able to finish.” 3Or what king, as he goes out to
confront another king in war, will not first sit down and consider if he is able with ten
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32And if he is not
able, he sends out a delegation and asks for terms of peace while his opponent is still far away.
3So then, any one of you who does not say farewell to all his own possessions cannot be my
disciple. 34Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its flavor, how will it become salty again? It is
not fit for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. The one who has ears to hear, let
him hear.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

PLEASE BE SEATED
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all who grieve: Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
hearts be - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
they may live: Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
soul re - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.

5  Oh, how blest it is to know, were as scarlet my transgression,
it shall be as white as snow by your blood and bitter passion,
for these words I do believe: Jesus sinners does receive.

6 Now my conscience is at peace, from the law I stand acquitted.
Christ has purchased my release and my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners does receive.

7  Jesus sinners does receive, even I have been forgiven.
And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to him I cleave: Jesus sinners does receive.



Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 19441, alt.
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstadtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1699
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON Luke 14:25-35

“Counting the Cost—Clinging to Christ”

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE
THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED

PIANO DUET: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



THE LORD’S PRAYER

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED
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thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
out, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

5 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon

, cleanse, relieve;

because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

6 Justas I am; thy love unknown has broken ev’ry barrier down;
now to be thine, yea thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.



Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868
Text and tune: Public domain

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

CLOSING PRAYER

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICTION

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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PLEASE BE SEATED
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Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958
Tune: Twila Paris, b. 1958
Text and tune: © 1985 Mountain Spring/Straightway Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI Copyright no. 11517141
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