NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST



TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Saline, Michigan

August 7/10, 2025
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests with us today
sign one of the guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get
Acquainted” card located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate.

THANK OFFERING: Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and
thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the
world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our
ministry.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down
the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for
assistance.

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS — We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our
worship service. Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these.” We know that having little children in church can be a challenge,
but DO NOT WORRY about it. Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes and
are just happy you brought your children with you. For your convenience, we have reserved the
back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide more flexibility for
your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A closed-circuit TV system
allows families to continue participating in the service while downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags
and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during
the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards.



Year C (2025) — Season after Pentecost (Series 1)
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ATH UNDIVIDED ATTENTION

SERIES EXPLANATION

We live in a world where a thousand things are competing for our attention. There is the real danger
that we focus on the frivolous and ignore the indispensable. As a result, we often talk about the
importance of being “free from distraction.” But the stakes are higher than that. We need to be freed
from distraction. We need the spiritual power to give our undivided attention to that which truly makes
a difference, not only here and now, but also in eternity. A life focused on all the right things is only
possible because of a Savior who is always focused on us. On the Day of Pentecost, Jesus sent the Holy
Spirit to give his followers power and focus. 5till today, through his Word, Jesus grants those gifts to his
disciples.

We have come to the second half of the Church Year. In the first half, we focused on the life of Christ. In
this second half, we turn our attention to all the teachings of Christ. May we give them our undivided
attention.

Our worship follows this pattern.

First Sunday after Pentecost (Holy Trinity)  On the Majesty and Mystery of Our God

Second Sunday after Pentecost On the Mission Right Before Us

Third Sunday after Pentecost On Christ’s Call for Commitment
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost On the Want for Workers

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost On a Neighbor In Need

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost On the One Thing Needed

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost On the Privilege and Purpose of Prayer
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost On Useful Resources

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost On Heavenly Treasure

SERVICE OF THE WORD
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deep in me and a har-vest of life is grown.

ter - nal praise and all glo-ry to your great name.

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Jeff Taylor, b. 1957; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Jeff Taylor, b. 1957; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2012 Getty Music and Seek 1st Publishing, admin. MusicServices.org and Townend Music. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703



PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

INVOCATION
M:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

C:  And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and willing
to give far more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy,
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for
which we are not worthy to ask except through the merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



PLEASE BE SEATED

First Reading Genesis 15:1-6

'After these events the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision. He said, “Do not be
afraid, Abram. [ am your shield, your very great reward.”

2Abram said, “LORD God what can you give me, since I remain childless, and the one who
will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3Abram also said, “Look, you have given me no
offspring, so a servant born in my house will be my heir.”

4Just then, the word of the LORD came to him. God said, “This man will not be your heir,
but instead one who will come out of your own body will be your heir.” 5The LORD then
brought him outside and said, “Now look toward the sky and count the stars, if you are able to
count them.” He said to Abram, “This is what your descendants will be like.” ®Abram believed
in the LORD, and the LORD credited it to him as righteousness.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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I lift up my eyes to the / mountains—
where does my help / come from?
My help comes / from the LORD,
the maker of / heaven and earth.
He will not let your / foot slip—
he who watches over you will not / slumber;
indeed, he who watches over / Israel
will neither / slumber nor sleep. Refrain

The LORD watches / over you—
the LORD is your shade / at your right hand.
The LORD will keep you / from all harm—
he will watch / over your life;
the LORD will watch over your coming and / going
both now and for- / evermore.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Setting: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Second Reading Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16

'Faith is being sure about what we hope for, being convinced about things we do not see.
2For by this faith the ancients were commended in Scripture. 3By faith we know that the
universe was created by God's word, so that what is seen did not come from visible things.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go to a place that he was going to receive
as an inheritance, and he left without knowing where he was going. By faith he lived as a
stranger in the Promised Land, as if it did not belong to him, dwelling in tents along with Isaac
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. '°For he was looking forward to the
city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.



"By faith Abraham also received the ability to conceive children, even though Sarah herself
was barren and he was past the normal age, because he considered him faithful who made the
promise. 2And so from one man, and he as good as dead, descendants were born as numerous
as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand along the seashore.

BOne by one, all of these died in faith, without having received the things that were
promised, but they saw and welcomed them from a distance. They confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. “Indeed, people who say things like that make it clear that
they are looking for a land of their own. *And if they were remembering the land they had
come from, they would have had an opportunity to return. **Instead, they were longing for a
better land—a heavenly one. For that reason, God is not ashamed to be called their God,
because he prepared a city for them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

VERSE OF THE DAY Luke 12:32

Alleluia. Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom. Alleluia.
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Gospel Luke 12:13-34

BSomeone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance
with me.” 4But Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me to be a judge or an arbitrator over
you?”

5Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because a man's life is
not measured by how many possessions he has.”

He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced very well. "He was
thinking to himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not have anywhere to store my crops? *He
said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will
store all my grain and goods. And I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have many goods stored up
for many years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be merry.”

20“But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from you. Now who
will get what you have prepared?’

2“That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward
God.”
22Jesus said to his disciples, “For that reason I tell you, stop worrying about your life, about
what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 3Certainly life is more than food,
and the body is more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap; they have
no warehouse or barn; and yet God feeds them. How much more valuable are you than birds!
»And who of you by worrying can add a single moment to his lifespan? **Since you are not
able to do this little thing, why do you worry about the rest? *?Consider how the wild flowers
grow. They do not labor or spin. But I tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory was dressed
like one of these. 8If this is how God clothes the grass in the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, how much more will he clothe you, you of little faith?
29Do not constantly chase after what you will eat or what you will drink. Do not be worried
about it. 3°To be sure, the nations of the world chase after all of these things, but your Father
knows that you need them. 3Instead, continue to seek the kingdom of God, and all these
things will be added to you. 3*Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father is pleased to
give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give to the needy. Provide money bags for
yourselves that do not become old, a treasure in the heavens that will not fail, where no thief
comes near and no moth destroys. 3#For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

PLEASE BE SEATED
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Text: A Selection of Hymns, London, 1787, ed. John Rippon, alt.
Tune: Genuine Church Music, Winchester, 1832, ed. Joseph Funk
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

Luke 12:13-34

“Seeking the Kingdom”



PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED
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7  But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:

the saints triumphant rise in bright array;

the King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia! Alleluia!

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,

through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Text and tune: Public domain



PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

CLOSING PRAYER

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICTION

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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Text (sts. 1-3): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman
Text and tune: Public domain
SERVING IN WORSHIP
OFficiant........ccooiiiiiii s Pastor Isaac Pappenfuss
OFZANISt ... Sarah Hanke
Deacons. ..o (Thursday) Dave Frey and Ed Wheeler
......................................................................................... (Sunday) Robert Niethammer and Ron Roehm
USRETS....oiiiiiiiieieneceercteeeeee et (Thursday) Dale Finkbeiner and Mark Finkbeiner
................................................................................................................................. (Sunday) Jake Vershum
Atar Guild ... Marcia Marion Ackling and Malory Marion

Videographer ... Cindy Dresch
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