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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER



TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Saline, Michigan

May 11, 2025
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests with us today
sign one of the guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get
Acquainted” card located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate.

THANK OFFERING: Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and
thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the
world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our
ministry.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down
the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for
assistance.

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS — We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our
worship service. Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these.” We know that having little children in church can be a challenge,
but DO NOT WORRY about it. Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes and
are just happy you brought your children with you. For your convenience, we have reserved the
back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide more flexibility for
your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A closed-circuit TV system
allows families to continue participating in the service while downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags
and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during
the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
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Text: Henry Cook, 1788-1868, alt.
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804-1876
Text and tune: Public domain

The Rite of Holy Baptism

In the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the

”

age.

Scripture makes plain the need for Baptism. As children of Adam, we belong to a fallen race.
From our parents we inherit a sinful nature, and we would be lost forever unless delivered by
our Lord Jesus Christ. He willingly took on himself the curse of sin, and by his death on the
cross he redeemed us and all people. It is the Father’s will that everyone who looks to the Son
and believes in him shall have eternal life, and he will raise them up at the Last Day.

Christ’s almighty Word gives Baptism its power to save. Jesus promises in the last chapter of
Mark, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” The apostle Peter declares, “Baptism
now saves you.” Scripture also teaches that the power and promise of Baptism are intended for
young and old alike. On the day of Pentecost, the apostle testified, “The promise is for you and
your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” By water
and the Spirit, we are born again and are united with Christ and his people as members of the
Church.

Let us pray.

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father, through your stern judgment, the unbelieving world
was destroyed by the flood, but according to your great mercy, you saved Noah and his family.
You engulfed stubborn Pharaoh and his army in the waters of the Red Sea but led your people
through those same waters to safety on dry land. In the waters of the Jordan, your own Son
was baptized and anointed with the Spirit. By these signs you foreshadowed the washing that
you give us in Holy Baptism.

Holding firmly to your command and promise, we ask that you would look with favor on
[name]. Through this water of Baptism, drown in him all sin inherited from Adam and any
other evil he may do. Set him apart from the unbelieving world, and hold him safe and secure
in the holy ark of the Church. Keep him always fervent in spirit and joyful in hope so that he
may honor your holy name and at last receive, together with all your people, the promised
inheritance of eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



The Gospel according to St. Mark:

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the
disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will
never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed
them.

[Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart + to mark you as one redeemed by Christ
the crucified.

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new birth of water
and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you with his grace all the days
of your life. Peace be with you.

Let us pray.

Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the gift of Baptism by which you wash away sin
and give us a new and eternal life. Help us each day to remember that through Baptism you
clothe us with Christ, that we may stand holy and righteous before you. Look with favor on
[name], that he may be kept safe by the gift of your Spirit, grow daily in your grace, and live
forever by the power of the risen Christ. Make us willing to carry out our responsibilities to all
the baptized so that all may finally come to the blessed joys of heaven; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord - Jesus Christ, strengthen you by his Spirit, that Christ,
dwelling in your hearts by faith, may fill you with all spiritual blessings. Go in peace.

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE



CONFESSION OF SINS

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead us
now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house
forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED



First Reading Acts 13:15,16d,26-39

SAfter the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent a message
to them, saying, “Gentlemen, brothers, if you have a word of encouragement for the people,
say it.” “Then Paul stood up, motioned with his hand, and said, “Men of Israel and you who
fear God, listen.

26“Gentlemen, brothers, sons of Abraham's family, and those among you who fear God, this
message of salvation has been sent to you. ?’The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not
recognize him, and by condemning him they fulfilled the statements of the prophets that are
read every Sabbath. **Though they found no grounds for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to
have him executed. 2When they carried out everything that was written about him, they took
him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 3°But God raised him from the dead, 3'and for
many days he was seen by those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. These
same individuals are now his witnesses to the people.

32“We are preaching to you the good news about the promise that was made to our fathers.
33God has fulfilled this promise for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is also written in
the second Psalm: You are my Son. Today I have begotten you.

34“That God would raise him from the dead never again to be subject to decay, God said in
this way: [ will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David. 35“Therefore he also
says in another place: You will not let your Holy One see decay. 3*“For David, after he had
served God's purpose in his own generation, fell asleep, was laid to rest with his fathers, and
saw decay. 3’But the One God raised did not see decay.

38“So, gentlemen, brothers, let it be known to you that through this Jesus forgiveness of sins
is being proclaimed to you, also forgiveness from everything from which you could not be
justified through the law of Moses. 3%In this Jesus, everyone who believes is justified.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Choir “Brother James’s Air”

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'll not want, He makes me down to lie
in pastures green. He leadeth me the quiet waters by.
He leadeth me, He leadeth me, the quiet waters by.

My soul He doth restore again and me to walk doth make
within the Paths of Blessedness, e’en for His own Name’s sake.
Within the Paths of Blessedness, e’en for His own Name’s sake.

Yea, though I pass through shadowed vale, yet will I fear no ill;
For Thou art with me, and Thy Rod and Staff me comfort still.
Thy Rod and Staff me comfort still, me comfort still.

My table Thou hast furnished in presence of my foes;
My head with oil Thou dost anoint, and my cup overflows.
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, and my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my days will surely follow me;
And in my Father’s heart always my dwelling place shall be.
And in my heart forevermore Thy dwelling place shall be.

Second Reading Revelation 7:9-17

9After these things I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing in front of the throne and of the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and with palm branches in their hands. **They called out with a loud
voice and said:
Salvation comes from our God, who sits on the throne, and from the Lamb.

UAll the angels stood around the throne, the elders, and the four living creatures. They fell
on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, saying:
Amen. Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and might belong to
our God forever and ever. Amen.



B One of the elders spoke to me and said, “These people dressed in white robes, who are
they and where did they come from?”
“4And I answered him, “Sir, you know.”
And he said to me:
These are the ones who are coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
5Because of this they are in front of the throne of God,
and they serve him day and night in his temple.
He who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.
16They will never be hungry or thirsty ever again.
The sun will never beat upon them, nor will any scorching heat,
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd.
He will lead them to springs of living water.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

VERSE OF THE DAY John 10:14

“Alleluia! I am the good Shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia!

Gospel John 10:22-30

22Then the Festival of Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was
walking in the temple area in Solomon's Colonnade.

24So the Jews gathered around Jesus, asking, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you
are the Christ, tell us plainly.”

>5]esus answered them, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I am doing in my
Father's name testify about me. 2°But you do not believe, because you are not my sheep, as [
said to you. 2?My sheep hear my voice. [ know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 2My Father, who has
given them to me, is greater than all. No one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 3°I and
the Father are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!



PLEASE BE SEATED
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I am his, and he is mine for - ev - er
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tial feeds me.
gent - ly laid and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still, your cross bhe - fore to  guide me.

5  You spread a table in my sight,
a banquet here bestowing;
your oil of welcome, my delight;
my cup is overflowing!

6  And so through all the length of days
your goodness fails me never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise
within your house forever!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877, alt.
Tune: Irish, 18th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain



SERMON John 10:22-30
“Listen to Your Shepherd’s Voice”

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

THE APOSTLES” CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



THE LORD’S PRAYER

C:

Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED

883 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
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rise where God re-sides, mid an - gels’ songs of praise.

Lord, at fes - tive board him - self is  host and guest.

ring— to  Christ the King all praise and thanks be - long!
Text: Hans Brorson, 1694-1764; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1944, alt.

Tune: Norwegian, 17th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE



CLOSING PRAYER

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

NS
. = =4

|

L 18

C: A - men.

BENEDICTION

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with

gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 19441, alt.
Tune: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923-1993
Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
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