
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
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January 12, 2025
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests with us today 
sign one of the guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get 
Acquainted” card located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate. 

THANK OFFERING:   Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and 
thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the 
world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down 
the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher 
for assistance.

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS – We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our 
worship service.  Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  We know that having little children in church can 
be a challenge, but DO NOT WORRY about it.  Many of your fellow worshippers have been in 
your shoes and are just happy you brought your children with you.  For your convenience, we 
have reserved the back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide 
more flexibility for your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A 
closed-circuit TV system allows families to continue participating in the service while 
downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags and children’s bulletins are available for their 
enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during the service and please return the toddler bag 
afterwards.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

384 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed CW 384



Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, abr., alt.
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601
Text and tune: Public domain

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

INVOCATION

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.



Confession
Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.”
 
All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents we inherit a 
sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to 
eternal death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. He took away our sin by 
giving his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and 
gives us a new life. We recall what Baptism means for our daily lives:
 
Baptism means that the sinful nature in us 
    should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance, 
    and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. 
It also means that a new person should daily arise 
    to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.
 
As baptized children of God, we confess our sins:
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and united us to 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives your sins, removes your guilt, 
and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His promise is for you and your children, and 
he will never forsake you. Your sins are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at 
peace with God now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



OH, TASTE AND SEE

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ 
faithful in our calling as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.
Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED

First Reading 1 Samuel 
16:1–13



 1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as 
king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I 
see a king for myself among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, 
he will kill me.” The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will let you know what you are to do. You are to 
anoint for me the person that I point out to you.”

 4So Samuel did what the LORD had told him to do and went to Bethlehem. Trembling with 
fear, the elders of the city came to meet him. They said, “Do you come in peace?” 5He said, 
“Yes, in peace. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves, and come with 
me to the sacrifice.” He consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

 6When they had come, he looked at Eliab and said, “Certainly this is the LORD's anointed.”
 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at how tall he is, because 

I have rejected him. For the LORD does not look at things the way man does. For man looks 
at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab 
and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one 
either.” 9Then Jesse had Shammah pass by. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this 
one either.” 10Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel. Samuel said to Jesse, “The 
LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Is that all of the young men?”

Jesse said, “There still is the youngest, but he is tending the sheep.” Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send for him, for we cannot sit down to eat until he comes.”

 12He sent for him and brought him in. David had red hair and striking eyes, and was good-
looking. The LORD said, “Get up! Anoint him, because this is the one.” 13So Samuel took the 
horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers. The Spirit of the LORD rushed on 
David with power from that day forward. After that Samuel set out and returned to Ramah.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 2D Great Are the Works of the LORD Psalm 2D



 
Why do the nations / conspire 
   and the peoples / plot in vain?
The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together a- / gainst the LORD 
   and against his A- / nointed.    Refrain
The One enthroned in / heaven laughs; 
   the Lord / scoffs at them.
He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, / saying,
   “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy / mountain.”   Refrain
I will proclaim the / LORD’s decree: 
   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your / Father.”
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
   and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer
Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer
Music: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Second Reading Titus 3:4–7

4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward mankind appeared, 5he saved 
us—not by righteous works that we did ourselves, but because of his mercy. He saved us 
through the washing of rebirth and the renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we 
might become heirs in keeping with the hope of eternal life.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to Go

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                                            
Mark 1:11  



Alleluia! You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia!

  

Gospel Luke 3:15–17,21-22

 15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 
be the Christ. 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But someone mightier 
than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his 
threshing floor. He will gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.”

 21When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. While he was 
praying, heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love. I am well pleased with 
you.”
 
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

PLEASE BE SEATED



377 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord CW 377

(continued)

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
anointed Christ in glorious sight
as God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
to save the world and free us all.

6 Now rise, faint hearts: be resolute!
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.
Text: James P. Tiefel, b. 1949
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, Hamburg, 1690, alt.
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: Public domain

SERMON Titus 3:4-7



“You are the Beloved”

  PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 



THE LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED

383 The Only Son from Heaven CW 383

Text (sts. 1–3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–1874, alt.; (sts. 1–3): Elisabeth Cruciger, c. 1500–1535; (st. 4): Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978;
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, Erfurt, 1524, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain



PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

CLOSING PRAYER

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with       
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

PLEASE BE SEATED



679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It CW 679



Text: tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756
Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt.
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: Public domain

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Officiant Pastor Isaac Pappenfuss
Organist Sarah Hanke
Deacons (8:30) Duane Mason and Ed Wheeler

(11:00) Dave Frey and Jeff Neuburger
Ushers (8:30) Henry Schneider

(11:00) Al Whitley
Altar Guild Judy Lindemann and Sharon Boswell
Videographer Ann Latowski
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