
SERVICE OF THE WORD  

OPENING HYMN   #250 

 

 

 

PLEASE STAND,  IF YOU ARE ABLE 

 

 

 

 

 



INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. 

But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess 

our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 

against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 

Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my 

guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you 

strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 OH, TASTE AND SEE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: Let us pray. 

The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

 

 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

 

 



The Word 

 

THE FIRST LESSON 1 Kings 3:5-12    

 

5 The LORD appeared to Solomon in Gibeon in a dream at night. 

God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 

6 Solomon said, “You have shown great mercy and faithfulness[a] to your servant, my father David, just as 

he walked before you in truth, righteousness, and uprightness of heart toward you. You have shown this 

great mercy and faithfulness to him and have given him a son who is seated on his throne to this very 

day. 7 O LORD my God, now you have made your servant king in the place of my father David, but I am a 

little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And I, your servant, am among your people whom 

you have chosen, a great people, who cannot be counted or numbered because they are so many. 9 Now 

give to your servant a perceptive heart to judge your people, to distinguish between good and evil, for 

who is able to judge this great people of yours?” 

10 In the eyes of the LORD, Solomon’s request was good. 11 So God said to him, “Because you have asked 

for this, and you have not asked for a long life, nor have you asked for riches, nor have you asked for the 

lives of your enemies, but you have asked for discernment to reach just verdicts, 12 therefore I will act 

according to your words. Yes, I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have 

been anyone like you before you, nor will anyone like you rise up after you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+3%3A5-12&version=EHV#fen-EHV-8823a


PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 119b 

  

 
 

 

Refrain 

Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;* 

then I will keep them to the end. 

Give me understanding, and I will keep your law* 

and obey it with all my heart. 

Direct me in the path of your commands,* 

for there I find delight. 

Refrain 

Turn my eyes away from worthless things;* 

preserve my life according to your Word. 

Fulfill your promise to your servant,* 

so that you may be feared. 

How I long for your precepts!* 

Preserve my life in your righteousness. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 

 

 

THE SECOND LESSON  Romans 8:28-30    

28 We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, for those who are called 

according to his purpose, 29 because those God foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, so that he would be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also 

called. Those he called, he also justified. And those he justified, he also glorified. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE 

 

THE GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 13:44-52 

  

M:   The Gospel according to Matthew 13:44-52 

 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid again. In his 

joy, he goes away and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls. 46 When he found one very 

valuable pearl, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered fish of every 

kind. 48 When the net was filled, they pulled it onto the shore. They sat down and gathered the good fish 

into containers, but threw the bad ones away. 49 That is how it will be at the end of the world. The angels 

will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous who are among them. 50 And they will throw the 

wicked into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 51 Jesus said to them, 

“Did you understand all these things?” 

They answered him, “Yes.” 

52 He said to them, “Therefore every expert in the law who has been trained as a disciple in the kingdom 

of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his treasure both new things and old things.” 

 



M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:  

 

 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERMON HYMN #386 (verses 1-5) 

 

 

 

SERMON            Romans 8:28-30                      

“God Works All Things Together for Our Good” 

 

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN #428 

 

 

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by 

your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in 

holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

CLOSING HYMN #420 

 

 



 

 

 


