SERVICE OF THE WORD

OPENING HYMN

221 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

O # . — |
(IR A ") | | P | I— | | I I e I
3 F 0o oo 4 A ——
| Bless-ed Je - sus, at  your Word We are gath - ered
2 All  our knowl - edge, sense, and sight Lie in deep - est

3 Gra - cious Sav - jor, good and kind, Light from Light, from
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, Praise to you and

% . . . P— .
IRV 2] | | I I I | P | 1 ]
e e B - J— E— ———— S—- S— —
[A\SV I ] e  — | o I
Q) I | - I
all to hear you. Let our hearts and souls be stirred
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Now to seek and love and fear you, By your teach-ings,

With th¢ beams of truth un-cloud - ¢d. You a-lonc to
Help us by your Spir - it’s plead - ing. Hear the cry your
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God can win us; You must work all good with - in us.
peo - ple rais-es; Hear and bless our prayers and prais - es.
low must wan-der, Till we sing your prais - es yon - der.

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-84, st. 1-3; Geistreiches Gesang-Biichlein, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth,
1827-78, st. 1-3, alt.; unknown, st. 4, alt.
Tune: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER (78 78 88) Johann R. Ahle, 1625-73, alt.
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INVOCATION

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.
But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my
guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Letus pray.

The minister says the Prayer of the Day.
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PLEASE BE SEATED

The Word

THE FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

1The word of the LORD came to me.

2What do you mean, you who keep repeating this proverb concerning the soil of Israel, “Fathers eat sour
grapes, and their sons’ teeth are set on edge”? 3 As surely as I live, declares the LORD God, you will never
again use this proverb in Israel. 4Indeed, all souls are mine. The soul of the father is mine just like the soul
of the son. The soul who sins is the one who will die.

»But you say, “The LORD’s way is not fair.” Listen now, house of Israel. Is it my way that is not fair? Is it
not your ways that are not fair? 26If a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and practices
unrighteousness, he will die because of it. Because of the unrighteousness that he has practiced, he will
die.

¥ But if a wicked man turns from his wickedness that he has done and practices justice and righteousness,
he will preserve his life. 2 Because he has seen and turned away from all the rebellious acts that he had
committed, he will surely live, and he will not die. 22 But the house of Israel says, “The LORD’s way is not
fair.” Is it really my ways that are not fair, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are not fair?

% Therefore, I will judge each one of you according to his ways, O house of Israel, declares the LORD God.
Repent and turn away from all your rebellious acts, so that you will not set out a stumbling block that
makes you guilty. 3 Throw off from yourselves all your rebellious actions by which you have rebelled,
and obtain a new heart and a new spirit for yourselves. Why should you die, O house of Israel? 32For I
take no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies, declares the LORD God. So repent and live!



PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 25
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To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;*
in you I trust, O my God.
Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love,*
for they are from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;*
according to your love remember me,
for you are good, O LORD.

Refrain

Turn to me and be gracious to me,*
for I am lonely and afflicted.

Look upon my affliction and my distress*
and take away all my sins.

Guard my life and rescue me,*
for I take refuge in you.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.



THE SECOND LESSON Philippians 2:1-11

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit,
if any affection and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being united in spirit, and having one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty conceit,
but in humility consider one another better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look carefully not only to
your own interests, but also to the interests of others.

5Indeed, ! let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. ¢ Though he was by nature God, he
did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 7but he emptied himself by taking the
nature of a servant. When he was born in human likeness, and his appearance was like that of any other
man, $he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. ® Therefore
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, °so that at the name of
Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, ' and every tongue will confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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THE GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 21:28-32

M: The Gospel according to Matthew 21:28-32

% “What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go work today in my
vineyard.” 22 He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and went. 30 He came to the second
and said the same thing. The second son answered, ‘I will go, sir,” but he did not go. 3t Which of the two
did the will of his father?”

They said to him, “The first.”

Jesus said to them, “Amen I tell you: The tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of
God ahead of you. 2For John came to you in the way of righteousness, but you did not believe him.
However, the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him. Even when you saw this, you did not change
your mind and believe him.

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!

PLEASE BE SEATED



SERMON HYMN #306

306 Before You, God the Judge of All
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God, bec mer -ci-ful to me!
God, bec mer -ci - ful to me!
God, be mer -ci - ful to me!

sore; to you I flee:
pen - i - tent I be:
house at peace to be:

oCcC

Text: Magnus B. Landstad, 1802-80; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, alt.
Tune: VATER UNSER IM HIMMELREICH, DER DU (88 88 88) attr. Martin Luther, 1483-1546.

SERMON Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

“Take Responsibility”
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY)

M:

C:

O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new every
morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children on earth.

We praise you for every grace and blessing.

Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in Christ Jesus
be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere.

Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope.

We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, state, and
local governments.

Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.

Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness toward
their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship.

Help us find satisfaction in all work well done.

Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, think,
and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. Arouse
curious minds to discover the wonders of your created order.

Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence.

Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment to be
good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as your
representatives.

Lead us to love one another as you have loved us.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and with
the faith that you will respond for our welfare.

C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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HYMN #738
738 In Hopelessness and Near Despair
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008 © 1987 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: NEWHOPE (87 87 887) G. A. Hennig, b. 1966 © 2006 G. A. Hennig. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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CLOSING PRAYER

M:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by
your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in
holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN

307 Wondrous Are Your Ways, O God
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by your grace; By  your Spir - it guide  me.

Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-90, st. 1, alt.; Claus A. Wendell, 1866-1950, st. 2, alt.
St. 1 © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. St. 2 © Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

Tune: Jesu KREUZ, LEIDEN UND PEIN (76 76 D Trochaic) Melchior Vulpius, ¢. 1570-1615, alt.
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