
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T​HE​ FOURTH ​SUNDAY​ AFTER EPIPHANY 

 
 

 



TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH​  ​|  ​Saline, Michigan  

January 28 / 31, 2021 

 

 WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 
T​HANK ​YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests with us this                  
morning sign one of the guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways.  
 
THANK OFFERING: Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and               
thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around                
the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our               
ministry. 
 
R​ESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down                 
the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for                 
assistance. 
 
Y​OUNG F​AMILIES / T​ODDLER B​AGS – We are ​GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our               
worship service. Jesus said: ​“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the                  
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” We know that having little children in church can be a                   
challenge, but ​DO NOT WORRY about it. Many of your fellow worshippers have been in               
your shoes and are just happy you brought your children with you. For your convenience, we                
have reserved the back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide               
more flexibility for your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A                
closed-circuit TV system allows families to continue participating in the service while            
downstairs. Pre-school ​toddler bags and ​children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment.            
Ask an usher for one to use during the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SERVICE ​OF​ ​THE​ ​WORD  

 O​PENING​ ​HYMN #281 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE 

 

 INVOCATION 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear                   
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.             
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have               
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my                 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my                
sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death                
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.                 
May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
  

 



OH, TASTE AND SEE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 M: Let us pray. 
The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 
 

 
 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 



 The Word 
 
THE FIRST LESSON Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
 
15 ​The ​L​ORD​ your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brother 
Israelites. Listen to him. 
16 ​That is exactly what you asked from the ​L​ORD​ your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly. 
You said, “Do not let me hear the voice of the ​L​ORD​ my God anymore, and do not let me see this 
great fire again, or I will die.” 
17 ​Then the ​L​ORD​ said to me, “They have done well by saying what they said. ​18 ​I will raise up a 
prophet for them from among their brothers, like you, and I will put my words in his mouth, and 
he will speak to them everything that I command him. ​19 ​Anyone who will not listen to my words 
that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account. ​20 ​Any prophet who 
presumes to speak something in my name that I have not commanded him to speak or who 
speaks something in the name of other gods—that prophet shall die.” 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 1 
 

 
 
Refrain 
 
Blessed is the man 

who does not walk in the counsel of the ​wick​ed* 
or stand in the way of ​sin ​ners. 

 
But his delight is in the law ​of ​ the L ​ORD ​,* 

and on his law he meditates ​day​ and night. 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 

 



which yields its fruit in ​sea ​son* 
and whose leaf does not wither. 
Whatever he does ​pros​pers. 

 
Refrain 
 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the ​judg​ment,* 

nor sinners in the assembly of the ​right​eous. 
For the L ​ORD ​ watches over the way of the ​right​eous,* 

but the way of the wicked will ​per ​ish. 
 
Glory be to the Father and ​to​ the Son* 

and to the Holy ​Spir ​it, 
as it was in the be ​gin​ning,* 

is now, and will be forever. ​A​men. 
 
Refrain 
 
Refrain Tune: Robert J. Thompson. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, ​www.giamusic.com​. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 

THE SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

1 ​Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge 
puffs up, but love builds up. ​2 ​If anyone supposes that he knows something, he does not yet know 
the way he ought to know. ​3 ​But if anyone loves God, this person has been known​[​a​]​ by him. 

4 ​So, concerning the eating of food from idol sacrifices, we know that an idol is not anything real 
in the world and that there is no God but one. ​5 ​Indeed, even if there are so-called “gods,” 
whether in the heavens or on earth (as in fact there are many “gods” and many 
“lords”), ​6 ​nevertheless for us there is one God—the Father, from whom all things exist and we 
exist for him—and one Lord—Jesus Christ, through whom all things exist and we exist through 
him. 

7 ​However, that knowledge is not in everyone. Instead some, who are still affected by their former 
habit with the idol, eat the food as something sacrificed to an idol, and their conscience, being 
weak, is defiled. 

 

http://www.giamusic.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+8%3A1-13&version=EHV#fen-EHV-28518a


8 ​Food will not bring us closer to God. We do not lack anything if we do not eat, nor are we better 
off if we do. ​9 ​And be careful that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block 
to the weak. ​10 ​For if someone sees you, a person who has knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, 
will not the conscience of this man, weak as he is, be emboldened to eat food from an idol 
sacrifice? ​11 ​You see, the weak person is being destroyed by your knowledge—the brother for 
whose sake Christ died! ​12 ​And when you sin in this way against your brothers and wound their 
weak conscience, you sin against Christ. ​13 ​Therefore, if food causes my brother to sin, I will never 
eat meat again, so that I do not cause my brother to sin. 

 

 V​ERSE​ ​OF​ ​THE​ ​DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

PLEASE S​TAND​, ​IF​ ​YOU​ ​ARE​ ​ABLE 

THE GOSPEL LESSON M​ARK​ 1:21-28 

 



 
M:   The Gospel according to Mark 1:21-28 
 

21 ​Then they went into Capernaum. 

On the next Sabbath day, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. ​22 ​They were amazed 
at his teaching, because he was teaching them as one who has authority and not as the experts in 
the law. ​23 ​Just then there was a man with an unclean spirit in their synagogue. It cried 
out, ​24 ​“What do we have to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

25 ​Jesus rebuked the spirit, saying, “Be quiet! Come out of him!” 

26 ​The unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions, and after crying out with a loud voice, it 
came out of him. ​27 ​Everyone was so amazed that they began to discuss this with each other. They 
said, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He even commands the unclean spirits, and 
they obey him!” ​28 ​News about him spread quickly through all the region of Galilee. 

 
 
 M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:  

 

 

 

 

 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
  

 



SERMON HYMN #735 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
SERMON Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

 
 ​“Jesus Is the Great Prophet” 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be                

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our                   
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,               
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever                 
and ever. Amen. 

 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
HYMN #358 

 



 

 
 
 

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE 

CLOSING PRAYER 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us                 
strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us                 
your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the                
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 



 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

CLOSING HYMN #333 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
S​ERVING​ I​N​ W​ORSHIP 

Liturgy Pastor Natsis 
Preacher Pastor Natsis 
Organist Ann Hoeft 
Deacons (Thursday) Dave Frey and Duane Mason 

 (Sunday - 8:30) Jim Tice and Ed Wheeler 
(Sunday – 11:00) Robert Niethammer and Jeff Neuburger 

Altar Guild Laura Lindemann and Sharon Boswell 
Videographer Rick Schneider 
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