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TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Saline, Michigan

December 7, 2025
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests sign one of the
guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get Acquainted” card
located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate.

THANK OFFERING: Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and
thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the
world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering .

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down
the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for
assistance.

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS — We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our
worship service. Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these.” We know that having little children in church can be a challenge,
but DO NOT WORRY about it. Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes and
are just happy you brought your children with you. For your convenience, we have reserved the
back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide more flexibility for
your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A closed-circuit TV system
allows families to continue participating in the service while downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags
and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during
the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards.

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION:

In His Word, God makes it clear that the Lord’s Supper is to be shared by people of a
common proclamation of faith (1 Corinthians 11:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17). Without judging
anyone’s hearts, we invite those who share in our confession by their membership in our
congregation or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) and who are properly prepared (1 Corinthians 11;27-29) to

receive the Sacrament. Page 156 in the front of Christian Worship provides a guide for preparation.
Trinity Lutheran Church follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that
only members of Trinity or one of our sister congregations partake of the sacrament.

Guests, we would love to have you join us in communion fellowship in the future, and
for that to be possible, we ask that you meet the pastor so that we may speak with you on how
that would be possible. We thank you for respecting the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in
our congregations.



IMMINENT ARRIVAL

SERIES EXPLANATION

Do you remember the feeling when someone important is about to arrive at your place? It's a mixture of
anticipation and excitement and nervousness. Did you make all the correct preparations? Will the
person be happy to see you? When and how will the person arrive? Will there be any surprises?

During these weeks before Christmas, we anticipate the imminent arrival of Jesus. He's an important
person! We are about to celebrate his birth. He could return on judgment day at any time. But in
worship we realize that he impacts our lives when the Bible is read and when the sacraments are
administered. Suddenly we feel the excitement of an imminent arrival.

Our worship in the season of Advent follows this path.

First Sunday in Advent Imminent Arrival of the King
Alternate Imminent Arrival of the One Who Calls
Second Sunday in Advent Imminent Arrival of the Judge
Third Sunday in Advent Imminent Arrival of the Messiah
Fourth Sunday in Advent Imminent Arrival of Emmanuel

Alternate Imminent Arrival of My Lord and My God



THE SERVICE — SETTING ONE - WITH HOLY COMMUNION

CW, page 154
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Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbiichlein, Hamburg, 1598, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain



Please stand if you are able

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart; Ihave not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy

= =

In peaceletus pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.

LB

y
|
|

[

| 158

| 10N

ot

T

N>



Q I [ [ I f
,:'9 Pl  — -
D)
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
[a)
| |
| | 1
) | co— I
Lord, have mer - cy.
[a]
v, - T T
[ . WA Il |
Sy— o
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
[a] ;
Lo =
o D -
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
[a] B
¥ e |

tﬁ
| 180
NEEE

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us

i

| - |

:m,_i . IP e 7
o [—— ‘

pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.




I [r— I

0
(o e
SR =

Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra- cious Lord.
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Tune: Kevin Becker
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give us
strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated



First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10

1A shoot will spring up from the stump of Jesse,
and a Branch from his roots will bear fruit.
2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him:
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3He will be delighted with the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
nor will he render decisions based on what he hears with his ears,
4but with righteousness he will judge the poor,
and he will render fair decisions in favor of the oppressed on the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath from his lips he will put the wicked to death.
5Righteousness will be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his hips.
6The wolf will dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard will lie down with the young goat,
the calf, the young lion, and the fattened calf together,
and a little child will lead them.
7The cow and the bear will graze together,
and their young ones will lie down together.
The lion will eat straw like the cattle.
8The nursing child will play near a cobra's hole,
and the weaned child will put his hand into a viper's den.
9They will not hurt or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD,
as the waters cover the sea.

°This is what will take place on that day. The peoples will seek the Root of Jesse, who will
be standing like a banner for the peoples, and his resting place will be glorious.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Out of the depths I cry to / you, LORD;
Lord, / hear my voice.
Let your ears be at- / tentive
to my cry for / mercy.
If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, / who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, / serve you.

[ wait for the LORD, my whole / being waits,
and in his word I / put my hope.
I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the / morning,
more than watchmen wait for the / morning.
Israel, put your hope / in the LORD,
for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full re- / demption.
He himself will redeem / Israel
from / all their sins.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: Michael Joncas

Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer

Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Refrain



Second Reading Romans 15:4—13

4Indeed, whatever was written in the past was written for our instruction, so that, through
patient endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures, we would have hope. SAnd may
God, the source of patient endurance and encouragement, grant that you agree with one
another in accordance with Christ Jesus, ®so that with one mind, in one voice, you may glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7For this reason, accept one another as Christ also accepted you to the glory of God. 8For I
am saying that Christ became a servant of those who are circumcised for the sake of God's
truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs. °He also did this so that the Gentiles
would glorify God for his mercy, as it is written:

For this reason I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and I will sing to your name.

°And again it says:
Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.
"And again:

Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples give him praise.

2And again Isaiah says:

There will be a Root of Jesse,
and he is the one who will rise up to rule the Gentiles;
on him the Gentiles will place their hope.

BNow may the God of hope fill you with complete joy and peace as you continue to believe,
so that you overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand if you are able



Gospel Acclamation (SUNG BY ALL) Luke 3:4,6
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Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

In those days, John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying,
2“Repent, because the kingdom of heaven is near!” 3Yes, this is he of whom this was spoken
through the prophet Isaiah:

A voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his paths straight.”

4John wore clothing made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist. His food was
locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem, all of Judea, and all the region around the Jordan
were going out to him. °They were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their
sins. 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said
to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore
produce fruit in keeping with repentance! °Do not think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.” For I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from
these stones. °Already the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. So every tree that does not
produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. "I baptize you with water for
repentance. But the one who comes after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. *His winnowing shovel is in his



hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will gather his wheat into the
barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated
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SERMON

Please stand if you are able

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated as we prepare the altar for Holy Communion

Please stand if you are able



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the
Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from
eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together
to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our
faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor
you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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praise the name of him who from the Fa - ther came.
walked till he in dy - ing set us cap - tives free.
grace and pow’r, at- tends his own each day and hour.
does not cease to bring us com - fort, joy, and peace.

5  He comes in water to the child
and cleanses it, from birth defiled.
This washing seals his pard’'ning grace
and shows the Father’s kindly face.

6 He comes to us in bread and wine
to give himself and gifts divine.
O praise him for this sacrament,
redeeming love’s great testament!

7 Lift up your heads! All grief and pain
shall vanish when he comes again.
Where we shall see him face to face,
there joy alone shall have a place.

Text: Werner H. Franzmann, 1905-1996, abr., alt.

Tune: Latin, 15th cent., adapt. Michael Praetorius, 15711621

Text: ©1993 Werner H. Franzmann, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: Public domain
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Text: James L. Milligan, 1876-1961, alt.

Tune: Henry H. Bancroft, 1904-1988

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1938 Estate of Eldred Bancroft, admin. B. Burrows. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703



Please stand if you are able

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Please be seated



312 Comfort, Comfort All My People CW 312

- ; T ] T " y T i

& ! | [~ = |

Y] bt [~ = 1

1 “Com - fort, com - fort all my peo - ple; speak of peace,” so
2 All their sins our God will par - don, blot - ting out each
3 John the Bap - tist’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert
4 Then make straight the crook-ed high - way; make the rough - er
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says our God. “Com - fort those who sit in dark- ness, groan-ing
dark mis-deed; all that well de-served his an - ger he no
far and near, «call - ing peo - ple to re-pent-ance for the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, read - y
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from their sor - rows’ load. Speak to all Je - ru - sa-lem
more will see or heed. They have suf - fered man-y_a day;
king - dom now is  here. 0] that warn - ing cry o - bey!
for his ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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of the peace that waits for them; tell them that their
now their griefs have passed a - way. God  will change their
Now  pre - pare for God a way; let the wval - leys
now  o'er earth is spread a - broad, and all flesh shall
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sins I cov - er, that their war - fare now is o - ver”
ach-ing sad - ness in - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.

rise to meet him and the hills bow down to greet him.
see the to - Kken that his word is nev -er bro - ken.
Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1611-1684; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain
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