FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST



TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Saline, Michigan

July 10/13, 2025
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests with us today
sign one of the guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get
Acquainted” card located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate.

THANK OFFERING: Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and
thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the
world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our
ministry.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down
the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher for
assistance.

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS — We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our
worship service. Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these.” We know that having little children in church can be a challenge,
but DO NOT WORRY about it. Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes and
are just happy you brought your children with you. For your convenience, we have reserved the
back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide more flexibility for
your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A closed-circuit TV system
allows families to continue participating in the service while downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags
and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during
the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards.



Year C (2025) — Season after Pentecost (Series 1)
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ATH UNDIVIDED ATTENTION

SERIES EXPLANATION

We live in a world where a thousand things are competing for our attention. There is the real danger
that we focus on the frivolous and ignore the indispensable. As a result, we often talk about the
importance of being “free from distraction.” But the stakes are higher than that. We need to be freed
from distraction. We need the spiritual power to give our undivided attention to that which truly makes
a difference, not only here and now, but also in eternity. A life focused on all the right things is only
possible because of a Savior who is always focused on us. On the Day of Pentecost, Jesus sent the Holy
Spirit to give his followers power and focus. 5till today, through his Word, Jesus grants those gifts to his
disciples.

We have come to the second half of the Church Year. In the first half, we focused on the life of Christ. In
this second half, we turn our attention to all the teachings of Christ. May we give them our undivided
attention.

Our worship follows this pattern.

First Sunday after Pentecost (Holy Trinity)  On the Majesty and Mystery of Our God

Second Sunday after Pentecost On the Mission Right Before Us

Third Sunday after Pentecost On Christ’s Call for Commitment
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost On the Want for Workers

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost On a Neighbor In Need

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost On the One Thing Needed

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost On the Privilege and Purpose of Prayer
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost On Useful Resources

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost On Heavenly Treasure

SERVICE OF THE WORD
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Text: Timothy Rees, 1874-1939, alt.
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, Amsterdam, c. 1710
Text and tune: Public domain

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE



INVOCATION
The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with all our
heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in your care;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED



First Reading Ruth 1-2

1 During the days of the judges, a famine occurred in the land. So a man left Bethlehem in

Judah to stay awhile in the territory of Moab—he, his wife, and his two sons. 2The man’s name
was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and
Kilion. They were from the clan of Ephrath from Bethlehem in Judah. They entered the
territory of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, so she was left
with her two sons. 4 They then married Moabite wives. The name of the first was Orpah, and
the name of the second was Ruth. They lived there for about ten years. 5 But Naomi’s sons,
Mahlon and Kilion, also died. So the woman was left without her two children and without her
husband. ¢ Then Naomi set out with her daughters-in-law to return from the territory of Moab,
because while she was in the territory of Moab, she had heard that the LORD had graciously
visited his people by providing them with food. 7 So she left the place where she had been, and
her two daughters-in-law left with her. They set out on the road to return to the land of Judah.
8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back. Both of you return to your mother’s
house. May the LORD show you kindness as you have shown kindness to the dead and to

me. 9May the LORD grant that each of you finds security in the house of a husband.” Then she
kissed them, and they wept loudly. ° But they said to her, “No, we will return with you to your
people.” * Then Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters. Why should you go with me? Am I
going to give birth to any more sons who could become your husbands? *> Turn back, my
daughters. Go! For I am too old to be married to another husband. Suppose I say, ‘I have hope,
and I will be married to another husband tonight, and I will even give birth to sons.” 3Would
you wait for them until they grow up? On the basis of that hope would you give up the chance
to marry another husband? No, my daughters. It is much more bitter for me than for you,
because the hand of the LORD has reached out against me.” 4 They once again wept loudly.
Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth would not let her go. *> Naomi said, “Look,
your sister-in-law has returned to her people and to her gods. Go back! Follow your sister-in-
law.” * But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to abandon you or to turn back from following you.
Because wherever you go, [ will go, and wherever you make your home, I will make my home.
Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. 7 Wherever you die, I will die,
and there I will be buried. May the LORD punish me severely and double it if anything but
death separates me from you.” ® When Naomi saw that Ruth was determined to go with her,
she stopped urging her. * Then the two of them traveled until they arrived at Bethlehem.
When they entered Bethlehem, the whole town became excited over them. The women said,
“Is this Naomi?” 2° But she said to them, “Do not call me Naomi. Call me Mara, because the
Almighty has made me very bitter. 2 [ went away full, but the LORD brought me back empty.
Why should you call me Naomi? For the LORD has testified against me, and the Almighty has
treated me badly.” 2>So Naomi returned with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, who
came back with her from the territory of Moab. When they entered Bethlehem, it was the
beginning of the barley harvest.



2 Now Naomi had a relative of her husband, a wealthy, generous man from the clan of

Elimelek. His name was Boaz. 2 Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “I am going to go out to the
fields, so that I can glean ears of grain wherever I may find favor in the eyes of the owner.”
Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 3So Ruth went out and gleaned in the grain fields
after the reapers. It happened that she was in the field that belonged to Boaz, who was from
the clan of Elimelek. 4 At just that time, Boaz happened to come out from Bethlehem. He said
to the reapers, “The LORD be with you!” And they said to him, “The LORD bless you!” 5 Then
Boaz asked his servant who was in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is this?” ¢ The
servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, “She is the young Moabite woman who
returned with Naomi from the territory of Moab. 7She said, ‘Please let me follow the reapers
and glean and gather stalks into sheaves.” So she came and has been working from early
morning till now—except for a short rest in the shelter.” 8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen, my
daughter. Do not go off to glean in some other field. In fact, do not leave this one at all! Just
stick close to my young women here. 9 Keep your eyes on the field where the men are reaping
so that you can follow my women. [ have commanded the young men not to touch you. When
you are thirsty, you may go to the jars and drink from whatever the young men draw out.”

* Then Ruth bowed down with her face to the ground. She said to Boaz, “Why have I found
favor in your eyes, so that you acknowledge me even though I am a foreigner?” * Boaz replied
to her, “I have been fully informed about all that you did for your mother-in-law after the
death of your husband and how you left behind your father and mother and the homeland of
your relatives, and you came to a people whom you did not know previously. > May

the LORD reward your work, and may you be paid in full by the LORD, the God of Israel, under
whose wings you have come to seek refuge!” 8 Then Ruth said, “I have found such favor in your
eyes, my lord, for you have comforted me and you have spoken to the heart of your servant
girl—although I cannot be compared to one of your servant girls.” 4 At mealtime Boaz said to
her, “Come here and eat some of the food, and dip your piece of bread into the sour wine.” So
she sat down beside the reapers, and Boaz heaped up a serving of roasted grain for her. She ate
until she was full and had some left over. ' When she got up to glean, Boaz ordered his
workers, “She may glean even among our sheaves. You are not to humiliate her in any

way. ¢ In fact, you can even pull out some stalks from the piles for her, and you can drop them
on purpose so that she can glean them, and do not rebuke her at all.” 7 So Ruth gleaned in the
field until evening. Then she threshed what she had gleaned. It amounted to almost a

bushel of barley. ® When she picked it up and went into town, her mother-in-law saw how
much she had gleaned. Ruth also took what she had left over from her meal and gave it to
Naomi. ¥ Then her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did you glean today and where did you
work? May the man who took notice of you be blessed!” So she told her mother-in-law in
whose field she had worked: “The name of the man in whose field I worked today is Boaz.”

20 Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed by the LORD, whose
faithfulness has not forsaken the living and the dead!”



Naomi also said to her, “This man is related to us. He is even one of our family’s redeemers.”
2 Then Ruth the Moabite said, “He even said to me, ‘Stick close to my workers until they have
finished all of the harvest on the land that belongs to me.” 22 Then Naomi said to Ruth her
daughter-in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that you can go out with his young women, so that
you will not be molested by men in some other field.” 2 So Ruth stuck close to Boaz’s young
women and gleaned until the completion of the barley harvest and the wheat harvest, and she

lived with her mother-in-law.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Text: para. William Miller; Jaroslav Vajda, alt.
Tune: Swedish

Text: ©1991 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Tune: Public domain



Second Reading Ruth 3-4

3 Naomi, Ruth’s mother-in-law, said to her, “My daughter, shouldn’t I seek security for you so
that you will be well taken care of? 2Isn’t Boaz, whose young women you have been with, our
relative? Look, he will be winnowing barley at the threshing floor tonight. 3 So bathe, put on
perfume, and dress up. Then go down to the threshing floor. Do not present yourself'to the
man until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 But when he lies down, take note of the place
where he lies down. Then go up to him, uncover his legs, and lie down there. He himself will
tell you what you should do.” 5Ruth said to her, “All that you say to me, I will do!” ¢ So she
went down to the threshing floor, and she did everything that her mother-in-law had
commanded her to do. 7 After Boaz ate and drank, and his heart was happy, he went to lie
down at the edge of the grain pile. Then Ruth came up to him quietly, and she uncovered his
legs and lay down there. ® In the middle of the night, the man was startled and turned over,
and there was a woman lying on his legs! 9He said, “Who are you?” She said, “I am Ruth, your
servant. Spread out the skirt of your robe over your servant, for you are a family redeemer.”
*Then he said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my daughter! You have made your last act of
kindness better than the first by not going to look for a young man, whether poor or rich. *So
now, my daughter, do not be afraid. I will do everything that you are asking. Indeed, all the
people at the city gate know that you are an honorable woman. > Now it is indeed true—
certainly I am a family redeemer—but nevertheless there is a redeemer who is closer than I
am. B Spend the night here. If in the morning he acts as a redeemer for you, good. Let him
redeem. But if he does not want to act as a redeemer for you, then I will act as a redeemer for
you myself, as the LORD lives! Lie down here until morning.” 4 So she lay down at his feet until
morning. She got up before it was light enough for anyone to recognize a person. But Boaz
thought, “No one should know that a woman came to the threshing floor.” *> So he said, “Come
here and hold out the shawl that you are wearing.” So she held it out. He measured out six
scoops of barley into it for her to carry home. Then he returned to town. ** When Ruth came
back to her mother-in-law, Naomi said, “How did it turn out, my daughter?” Then Ruth told
her all that the man had done for her. 7 She said, “He gave me these six scoops of barley, and
he said, ‘You must not return to your mother-in-law empty-handed.” *® Then Naomi said,
“Wait, my daughter, until you know how the matter will turn out. For the man will not rest
until he has taken care of this matter today!”

4 Boaz went up to the city gate, and he sat down there. Just then, the redeemer about whom
Boaz had spoken was passing by. Boaz said, “Come over here! Sit down, my dear friend!”"! So
he came over and sat down. 2Then Boaz chose ten men from the elders of the town, and he
said, “Sit down here!” They too sat down.

3Then he said to the redeemer, “Naomi, who returned from the territory of Moab, is putting
up for sale the piece of land that belongs to our brother Elimelek. 4 On my part, I thought I
should call it to your attention so that you may acquire it in the presence of these residents


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%203-4&version=EHV#fen-EHV-7192h

and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you wish to redeem it, redeem it. But if you
do not wish to redeem it, declare that to me. [ know that there is no one ahead of you in the
right to redeem, but I am right after you.” So the man said, “Yes, [ will redeem it.” 5Then Boaz
said, “On the day that you acquire the field from the hand of Naomi, I will acquire from Ruth
the Moabite, the wife of the deceased, the means to perpetuate the name of the deceased on
his inheritance.” ® Then the redeemer said, “I am not able to redeem it for myself, or I would
ruin my inheritance. You acquire for yourself my right of redemption, because I am not able to
redeem it.” 7 (In Israel this used to be the custom regarding the transfer of the right of
redemption: To confirm every transfer, one man took off his sandal and gave it to the other
party. This was the way of ratifying a transfer in Israel.) ® So the redeemer said to Boaz,
“Acquire it for yourself!” Then he took off his sandal. 9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the
people, “You are witnesses today that I have acquired from the hand of Naomi everything that
belonged to Elimelek and everything that belonged to Kilion and Mahlon. *® Furthermore,
Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, I have acquired for myself as a wife, in order to
perpetuate the name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that the name of the deceased shall
not be cut off from his brothers and from the city gate of his place. You are witnesses today.”

" Then all the people and the elders who were in the gatehouse said, “We are witnesses! May
the LORD make the woman who is coming into your household like Rachel and like Leah, the
two women who built the house of Israel, so that you prosper in Ephrathah and become
famous in Bethlehem. > May your house become like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to
Judah, through the seed whom the LORD will give to you from this young woman.”3 Then Boaz
took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he went to her. The LORD enabled her to conceive,
and she bore a son. 4 Then the women said to Naomi: Blessed is the LORD, who has not left
you without a redeemer today. May his name be proclaimed in Israel! '> He will restore your
life and care for you in your old age, because your daughter-in-law, who loves you, has given
birth to him. She is better for you than seven sons! ** Then Naomi took the boy and put him on
her lap, and she became his caregiver. 7 The neighboring women named him, saying, “A son is
born to Naomi!” and they named him Obed. He became the father of Jesse, the father of David.

8 Now this is the family history of Perez: Perez became the father of Hezron.

19 Hezron became the father of Ram. Ram became the father of Amminadab. 2° Amminadab
became the father of Nahshon. Nahshon became the father of Salmah. ' Salmon became the
father of Boaz. Boaz became the father of Obed. 2> Obed became the father of Jesse, and Jesse
became the father of David.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE



VERSE OF THE DAY 1John 4:11

Alleluia. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
Alleluia.
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Gospel Luke 10:25-37

>5Just then, an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus, saying, “Teacher, what must I do to
inherit eternal life?” 2¢“What is written in the law?” he asked him. “What do you read there?”
27He replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and, love your neighbor as yourself.” 2®He said to him, “You
have answered correctly. Do this, and you will live.” 29But he wanted to justify himself, so he
asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

3°Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho. He fell among robbers
who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 3t just so happened that a
priest was going down that way. But when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32In
the same way, a Levite also happened to go there, but when he saw the man, he passed by on
the other side. 33A Samaritan, as he traveled, came to where the man was. When he saw him,



he felt sorry for the man. 3#He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and wine on
them. He put him on his own animal, took him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day,
when he left, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him.
Whatever extra you spend, I will repay you when I return.’ 3Which of these three do you think
acted like a neighbor to the man who fell among robbers?” 37“The one who showed mercy to
him,” he replied. Then Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

PLEASE BE SEATED
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SERMON The Book of Ruth

“My God is King—My God is My Neighbor”

PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

THE APOSTLES” CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



THE LORD’S PRAYER

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED
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Text: Edward Osler, 1789-1863, alt.
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Text and tune: Public domain



PLEASE STAND, IF YOU ARE ABLE

CLOSING PRAYER

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICTION

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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PLEASE BE SEATED



729 Son of God, Eternal Savior
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav - ior, source of life and
2 Bind us all as one to - geth-er in your Church’s
3 As vyou, Lord, have lived for oth - ers, so may we for
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav - ior, source of life and
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truth and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us,
sa - cred fold, weak and health-y, poor and wealth-y,
oth - ers live. Free - ly have your gifts been grant-ed;
truth and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
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hal - lows all our hu- man race,

sad and joy - ful, young and old. Is

you our head, who, throned in
there want or

pain or
free-ly may your ser-vants give. Yours the gold and yours the
hal - lows all our hu- man race, by your pray-ing, by your
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glo - ry, for your own will ev - er plead: fill us with your
sor - row? Make us all the bur-den share. Are there spir - its
sil - ver, yours the wealth of land and sea; we  but stew - ards
will - ing  that your peo - ple should be one, grant, O grant our
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love and pit - v, heal our wrongs and help our need.
crushed and bro - ken? Teach us, Lord, to soothe their care.
of your houn-ty held in sol - emn trust will be.
hope’s fru-i - tion: here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, abr., alt.
Tune: The Revivalist, Troy, 1868, ed. Joseph Hillman
Text and tune: Public domain



SERVING IN WORSHIP

Officiant........ccooiiiiiiiii Pastor Isaac Pappenfuss
OFZANIST ... e Marcia Marion Ackling
Deacons. ..o (Thursday) Dave Frey and Duane Mason
.................................................................................................. (Sunday) Jeff Neuburger and Ed Wheeler
USRETS......oomiiiiicc e (Thursday) Tim Phelps
...................................................................................................................................... (Sunday) Al Whitley
Altar GUIld ... Barb Neuburger and Diane Stevenson
Videographer ... Cindy Dresch
COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Service of the Word: Christian Worship. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727703 and CCLI #1151741/CSPL126093

Words and Music: All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727703 and
CCLI #1151741/CSPL126093









